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PREFACE 

Th i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a t tempt  t o  compi le  a l l  P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound Area, 

FIGURE 1, catch,  esca~ement  and r e l a t e d  f i s h e r i e s  s t a t i s t i c s  i n t o  one 

pub1 i c a t i o n .  S i m i l a r  data i s  p resen ted  on a  c o n t i n u i n a  bas i s  i n  Commercial 

F i s h e r i e s  Annual ilanagernent Reuorts f o r  t h e  F r i n c e  W i  11 i am Sound Area. 



1.  Bering River 
2. Copper River 
3. Eastern 
4. Northern 
5. Coghill 
6. Northwestern 

7 .  Eshamy 
8. Southwestern 
9. :;ontaaue 

10. Southeastern 
11. Unakviik 

FISU?E 1. Prince bli 11 iam Sound Area comerc ia l  f i she r i e s  manaaement d i s t r i c t s .  



INTRODUCTION 

For  many years f i she ry  managers and o thers  have been plaqued w i t h  
the problem of reference ma te r ia l  f o r  t he  various comnercial f i s h e r i e s  
o f  t he  Pr ince Wi l l i am Sound Area. This p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  an attempt t o  
gather a1 1  h i s t o r i c a l  i nformation through 1973 i n t o  one reference source. 

This compi la t ion  of h i s t o r i c a l  catch and product ion data has drawn, 
as much as possib le,  upon publ ished repo r t s .  

Complete salmon spawning escapement in fo rmat ion  from the  Pr ince 
Wi l l i am Sound Area has never been publ ished. This  i s  the f i r s t  a t tempt 
t o  gather  a l l  salmon annual spawning escapement est imates i n t o  one data 
source. 

Spawning escapement est imates f o r  k i n g  and sockeye salmon were 
obta ined from peak counts unless otherwise i d e n t i f i e d .  Spawning escape- 
ment est imates f o r  p ink  and chum salmon p r i o r  t o  statehood are  f rom 
Bureau o f  C o m r c i a l  F i she r ies  annual management repo r t s  and from spawn- 
i n g  ground survey repo r t s  of the F isher ies  Research I n s t i t u t e .  Beginning 
i n  1960 Alaska Department of F i sh  and Game c o m e r c i a l  f i s h e r i e s  personnel 
used a  combination o f  comprehensive a e r i a l  and ground spawning surveys 
t o  c a l c u l a t e  p ink  and chum salmon spawning escapement est imates. B r i e f l y  
described, the weekly l i v e  counts i n  streams, by species, are added and 
d i v i d e d  by a  stream l i f e  f a c t o r  o f  2.5 o r  4.0 $0 a r r i v e  a t  c a l c u l a t e d  
season spawning escapement est imates . 

Where i n fo rma t ion  i s  complete the tab les  and f i g u r e s  conta in  data 
through 1973. 



T A B L E  1 .  Number and value t o  fishermen of salmon landed in the Prince N i  1 1  iam 
Sound Area, 1951 t o  1973. lJ 

YEAR - 
1951 

I TEM - 
Number 
Value 
Number 
Val ue 
N umber 
Va 1 ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
;;umber 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
'Ja 1 ue 
Number 
Va 1 ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Va 1 ue 
Number 
Val ue 
lJ umber 
Val ue 
Number 
Val ue 
Number 
Value 
Number 
Val ue 
Yjurnber 
'Ja 1 ue 

KING - SCCKEYE COHO - P I N K  - 
802,998 

$ 321,199 
2,167,840 

$ 899,654 
1,996,579 

$ 928,580 
12,286 

$ 5,099 
27,072 

$ 11,235 
4,526,585 

$2,036,963 
650,869 

$ 292,891 
6,298,828 

$2,834,473 
1,175 

$ 5 29 
1,842,375 

& 884,340 
2,289,435 

$1,098,929 
6,544,961 

$3,403,380 
5,250,116 

$2,094,796 
4,190,053 

$1,715,827 
2,387,256 

$ 775,190 
2,719,902 

$1,058,368 
2,608,269 

$1,728,831 
2,452,362 

91.415.072 

CHUM - 
549,255 

$ 302,090 
550,754 

$ 313,930 
352,760 

$ 201,373 
6,344 

$ 3,616 
4,676 

$ 2,665 
507,258 

$ 304,355 
706,888 

$ 448,874 
687,448 

$ 436,529 
6 7 

$ 43 
382,177 

$ 259,880 
222,058 

$ 150,999 
872,373 

$ 663,003 
933,327 

$ 759,495 
521,773 

$ 401 ,765 
199,159 

$ 118,599 
429,767 

$ 304,550 
262,870 

$ 266,182 
351,033 

$ 371,049 

TOTAL 

2,285,321 
$1,686,444 

4,187,212 
$2,968,042 

3,050,045 
$1,927,818 

1,390,614 
$1,681,795 

964,965 
$1,194,273 

5,982,114 
$3,606,643 

2,111,275 
$1 ,783,475 

7,475,831 
$3,998,784 

531 ,707 
$ 738,450 

2,902,540 
$2,113,964 

3,351 ,680 
$2,354,075 

8,466,759 
$5,722,011 

6,931,083 
$3,987,884 

5,814,079 
$3,977,667 

3,679,738 
$2,678,787 

4,476,329 
$3,708,091 

3,644,836 
$3,434,298 

3,857,912 
$3,873,476 

11 From 1951 - 1959 values ca l cu la t ed  from "Alaska Commercial Salmon Catch - 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  Digest  No. 50, U .  S. Fish and Wild l i fe  Serv ice ,  Bureau 
of Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  1960, and from Bureau of  Comnercial F i she r i e s  Annual 
Yanagement qepor ts .  Data from 1960 on from Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Commercial F i she r i e s  Annual Hanagement Reports.  



TAELE 2.  P r i c e i  r a i d  t o  f ishermen f o r  salmon, 1934 t o  19/3. * 11 

Year 

1934 - 21 
1935 
1P40 
1942 
1943 
1944 
194.5 
1W6 
3.947 
i34c3 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
19 56 
1957 
1958 
1953 
1960 
195 1 

King 

$1.00 each 
$1.00 each 
$1.50 each 
$1.99 each 
$1.99 each 
$1.99 each 
$1.99 each 
$2.18 each 
$2.35 each 
$2.55 each 
$3.25 each 
$3.00 each 
$4.0(! each 
$4.15 each 
$4.15 each 
!P. 15 each 
'SJ. 15 each 
$4.15 each 
$ A .  15 each 
SC.21/1 b. 
S0.22/1 b .  
$0.23/1b. 
$0.22/ lb .  

Sockeye 

$0.2750 each 
$0.30 each 
$0.35 each 
$0.535 each 
$0.535 each 
$0.535 each 
$0.535 each 
$0.5885 each 
$0.61 each 
$0.75 each 
$0.80 each 
$0.80 each 
$1.10 each 
$1.15 each 
$1.25 each 
$1.25 each 
$1.25 each 
$1.35 each 
$1.39 each 
$1.39 each 
$1.40 each 
$1.47 each 
$1.50 each 

Coho - Pink Chum - 
$0.05 each 
$0.05 each 
$0.06 each 
$0.107 each 
$0.107 each 
$1. ) .  107 each 
$0.107 each 
$0.135 each 
$0.15 each 
$0.25 each 
$0.30 each 
$0.30 each 
$0.40 each 
$0.4.15 each 
$0.415 each 

$0.25 each 
$0.428 each 
$0.428 each 
$0.428 each 
$0.428 each 
$0.4708 each 
$0.48 each 
$0.60 each 
$0.75 each 
$0.75 each 
$1.00 each 
$1.05 each 
$1.05 each 
$0.90 each 
$1.05 each 
$1.10 each 
$1.10 each 
$1.10 each 
$1.10 each 
$1.15 each 
$1.25 C.R. 
$1 15 P.W.S. 
$1.35 C . R .  
$1.25 P.W.S. 
$0.15/ lb.  
$0.15/1 b. 
$0.15/1b. 
$0.16/lb. 
$0.17/lb. 
$O.lg/ iU. 
$0.2E/lb. 
$0.23/ lb.  
$0.225 C.R. 
$0.16 P.W.S. 
$0.16 P.W.S. 
$0.225 C.R.  
$0.16 P.W.S. 
$0.65 C.R .  

$0.06 each 
$0.1284 each 
$0.1284 each 
$0.1284 each 
$0.1284 each 
$f!. 165 each 
$0.20 each 
$0.39 each 
$0.40 each 
$0.40 each 
$0.55 each 
$0.57 each 
$0.57 each 

$0.415 each 
$0.45 each 
$0.45 each 
$0.45 each 
Su.45 each 
$0.48 each 
$0.48 each 

$0.57 each 
$0.60 each 
$0.625 each 
$0.635 each 
$0.635 each 
$0.68 each 
$0.68 each 

$1.55 each $0.52 each $0.76 each 

* Data from 1934 t o  1959 i s  from U. S .  Bureau o f  Commercial F i she r i es  Annual 
hyanagement Reports. Data from 1960 t o  1973 i s  from Alaska Department o f  F ish  
and Game Annual Management Reports. 

I/ Some va ry ing  p r i c e s  p a i d  each year by smal l  opera tors .  The p r i c e s  l i s t e d  - 
here r e f l e c t  major  f i s h  sa les.  



TABLE 2 continued. Pr ices  p a i d  t o  fishermen f o r  salmon, 1934 t o  1973. * 

21 From 1934 t o  1951 the  p r i c e s  1 i s t e d  were p a i d  t o  independent f ishermen. - 
Company fishermen rece ived a lower p r i c e .  

3/ P o i n t  Chehal is Packers p a i d  the  f o l l o w i n g  p r i c e s  d e l i v e r e d  a t  the p lan t :  - 
k i n g  - $0.23/lb.; sockeye - Copper R i ve r  $0.30/lb., Eshamy - $Oe27/lb.; 
coho - $0.17/lb.; p i n k  - $0.13/1b.; chum - $0.105/lb. 

4/ A r r i c e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  was p a i d  f o r  p i n k  and chum salmon a f t e r  t he  salmon - 
pack was sold.  The d i f f e r e n t i a l  oa id  fishermen i n  1967 was $0.0425 f o r  
p inks,  and $0.0392 for chums; i n  1968, $0.0424 for p inks  and $0.0351 f o r  
chums; i n  1969, $0.0466 f o r  p inks and $0.0366 f o r  chums; i n  1970, $0.0431 
f o r  p inks  and $0.0358 f o r  chums; i n  1971, $0.0387 f o r  p inks  and $0.0291 
f o r  chums. 

5/ Inc ludes d i f f e r e n t i a l  p r i c e  p a i d  t o  f ishermen. - 



TABLE 3. Pounds and va lue  t o  t h e  f ishermen o f  s h e l l f i s h  landed i n  t h e  P r i n c e  Will iam Sound Area,  1960 
t o  1973. - 11 - 

Year 
- -- 

1360 Pounds 
Val ue 
Pounds 
Val ue 
! ' a  ,c!nds 
1',11 (re 
Puuncis 
Va 1 ccc 
Pourrcis 
Value 
Pounds 
Value 
Pounds 
Val ue 
Pounds 
Value 
Pounds 
L',ilue 
Pounds 
Value 
Pounds 
Va 1 ue 
Pounds 
Va 1 ue 
Pounds 
Value 
Pouncis 
Value 

Dungeness - 21 
Crab ---- 

2,722,470 
$272,247 

2,756,194 
$275,619 

2,643,775 
$317,253 

3,243,383 
$452,814 

3,393,171 
$475,044 

2,174,287 
$260,914 

999,341 
$109,928 

2,529,288 
$328,807 

2,280,310 
$296,440 

1,413,993 
$226,239 

742,732 
$103,982 

509,889 
$91,780 
724,673 

$177,545 
806,377 

$443,507 

Tanner - 41 
King Crab 31 - -- --- -- - Crab 

1/ Data f o r  va lue  c a l c u l a t e d  us ing p r i c e s  l i s t e d  i n  Table  4. 
.- 

Shrimp 51 - Razor Clarns -- - 6/ 

433,930 
$60,750 
261,628 
$39 ,;I44 
208,698 
$31,305 

86,340 
$12,951. 
89,275 

$17,855 
87,700 

$17,540 
28,600 
$5,720 

114,900 
$28,725 

72,900 
$18,225 

26,887 
$6,722 
27,909 
$6,977 
37,972 
$9,493 
30,326 

$11,221 
31,500 

$15,750 

Total  

3,405,859 
$360,812 

3,253,903 
$338,471 

2,885,339 
$354,522 

3,364,842 
$471,681 

3,498,598 
$497,237 

2,269,767 
$281,964 

1,039,748 
$117,977 

2,686,362 
$363,527 

2,801 ,743 
$430,325 

2,428,053 
$347,306 

2,167,229 
$294,359 

1 ,340,898 
$224,991 

9,610,426 
$1,353,913 
13,350,005 
$2,629,099 

21 Pounds from Table  49, which i n c l u d e s  Dungeness c r a b  caught  i n  Icy  Bay and landed i n  t h e  P r i n c e  William -. 
Sound Area. 



a
 
c
 

ffl 



m
e

w
 

7
7

7
 

.
.

.
 

'd
l 

Q
I 
- & U

 
0

 
0
 

7
 

'a
 

Q
, 

u
 

L
 

v, 
o
 

.
C

 
N

 
E

 
a
 

- 
C

L
 

m
m

m
 

m
 m

 
h

h
h

 
LO

m
 

m
~

n
m

m
m

c
0

w
~

3
m

c
n

o
~

~
m

m
m

r
n

m
m

m
 

m
e

m
m

 
0

0
0

m
m

m
m

m
h

0
 

~
~

~
~

~
~

~
~

~
~

~
~

~
~

~
~

~
~

~
~

I
~

~
~

~
I

N
N

c
u

N
N

N
N

N
~

v
)

 
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
I

 
.

.
.

.
I

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

 
0

o
0

o
o

0
0

0
o

o
o

0
o

o
o

0
~

o
o

o
 o

o
c

o
 

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
0

 
*
+

+
6

4
6

4
6

4
6

4
+

+
6

4
+

+
*
*
f
f
t
t
f
f
f
F

*
*
6
4
+

+
-
+

+
 

t
3

+
F

f
f
f
t
t
F

)
 
6
4
+

'+
6
4
6
3
6
4
+

+
+

+
+

4
4
e
+

+
 





TABLE 5. Average we igh ts  o f  salmon , i n  pounds, from t h e  P r i n c e  W i  11 i am Sound 
Area, 1962 - 1972. 1/ - 

Year 

1962 

1963 

1964 

196 5 

1366 

1967 

1968 

King 

22.4 

25.5 

25.3 

23.8 

25.7 

27 .5  

25.2 

Sockeye 

6.0 

6.2 

5.7 

Coho P ink  - 
7.9 3.0 

9.3 3.8 

12.2 3 .9  

9.4 3.3 

Chum - 
7.3 

9 .3  

8.8 

7.5 

8.6 

8.3 

1/ Data f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game, Conmierc!'al F i s h e r i e s  - 
S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  



TABLE 6. Number o f  salmon pe r  48 - 1 l b .  case, 1945 t o  1973. * l-/ 

Year K ing  

3.5 
3.2 
3.92 
3.4 
3.4 
3.4 
3.2 
3.5 
3 .6  
3.8 
3.0 
3.2 
3.6 
3.82 
3.26 
3.08 
2.86 
3.17 
2.82 
2.71 
2.70 
2.71 
2.35 
3.00 

Sockeye 

11.66 
11.80 
11.1 
11.6 
11.6 
11.1 
11.7 
11.5 
11.2 
11.6 
11.5 
12.9 
13.4 
1;'.0 
11.04 
12.21 
13.52 
12.69 
11.01 
10.87 
12.20 
11.53 
11.19 
10.64 
10.93 
10.31 

Coho 

7.75 
9 .9  
8.0 
8 . 1  
8 . 1  
7.0 
7.5 
8.6 
8.3 

10.5 
8.3 
8.6 
9.3 
9.24 

10.92 
7.9 
6.89 

10.31 
7.60 

10.64 
7.80 
8.17 
8.11. 

10.83 
8.30 
5.96 

P ink  Chum 

23.5 11.25 
25.1  10.5 
21.4 11 . O  
1 8 . 1  9.1 
18.1  9 . 1  
16.5 9.1 
16.5 - 2/ 
15.0 8.7 
26.0 10.2 
17.4 8.5 
17.0 9.1 

SEACON CLOSED 
24.4 9.8 
17.0 9.3 
24.14- 10.71 
22.89 9.14 
22.39 3.23 
25.43 10.23 
19.57 10.65 
19.02 9.43 
21.59 8.68 
20.86 8.36 
21.36 9.60 
21.32 11.36 
16.15 9.53 
20.55 8.14 

Number o f  salmon p e r  case r e f l e c t s  p r i m a r i l y  C o ~ p e r  R i v e r  f o r  k i ngs ,  
sockeye, and coho, and P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound f o r  p i nks  and chums. 

11 - Data f rom 1945 - 1959, U. S. Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s  Annual 
Management Repor ts .  From 1960 - 1973, Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and 
Game Annual Management Reports.  

21 Taken f rom average o f  o t h e r  years .  
7' Data f rom l o c a l  canning company, except  i n  1965 t h e  p i n k s  averaged 
- i o r  a l l  canner ies .  (See annual management r e p o r t . )  
4/ Data from l o c a l  canning company. (See annual management r e p o r t .  ) 
5/ C a l c u l a t e d  f rom annual r e p o r t s  o f  ope ra to r s .  - 



rABLE 7. Comparable commercial f i s h i n g  1 icense s t a t i s t i c s ,  P r i nce  W i l l  iam 
Sound Area, 1960 - 1973. - 1/ 

1960 1961  1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 
COMMERCIAL 

- - - - - - - - - - -  

Res i den t  6 0 1  497 6 2 1  728 541  582 653 615 655 763 759 980 876 1102 
Nonres ident  566 247 470 574 304 3 1 1  330 290 253 321  414 436 305 479 

1167 f44 1091 1302 8 R93 983 905 908 1084 1173 14'!6 1181 1581 
VESSEL -- 
Resident 493 452 525 590 477 458 529 500 506 557 609 704 8 755 
Nonres ident  - 312 196 281  327 214 192 166 293 160 173 127 207 205 207 

805 648 806 917 69i 650 695 693 666 730 7 911 913 %T 
TROLL 
Res i dent  15 9 6 9 9 3 5 16 23 15 2 1  2 1  27 27 
Nonres ident  - 1 0 2 1 3 0 1 2 2 3 5 0 3 5  - - - - - - - -  - - -  

16 9 8 16 1 3 6 18 25 18 2 6  2 1  30 32 
LCNG LI!EC 
Res i d e s -  6 7 11 13 15 10  36 7 2 1  29 35 58 78 148 
Nonres ident  2 0 3 5 ' 2 3 2 0 4 4 3 0 5 1 0  - - - -- - 

8 7 14 18 17 13 38 7 25 33 38 58 83158 
DRIFT GILL NET - 
Res i dent  763 293 315 375 282 298 327 349 347 369 426 479 456 539 
Nonres ident  - 167 129 170 202 133 132 120 136 116 138 137 173 166 160 

430 4z 485 577 415 430 447 4 x 5  507 563 6 5 2  622 709 
SET GILL NET --- - 
Res i dent  7 42 40 17 23 35 46 19 11 37 35 1 4  4 1  a0 
Non res  i den t  7 8 1 8 1 2 5 1 1  1 5 3 0 8 6  - - - - - - - -  

1$ 50 58 1 8  25 40  47 11 12 42 38 i n  49 46 
PURSE S E I N E  ---- 
Res i dent  142 97 163 189 167 157 158 146 154 1 7 1  175 212 47 230 
Nonres ident  - 92 23 75 9 8  65 40 36 43 35 42 44 54  2 46 

234 120 238 287 232 197 194 8 213 219 266 49 276 
SHtLLFISH POTS -- 
Res i dent  33 46 49 36 32 2 4  36 41 54 67 7 1  70 100 133 
Nonres ident  14 17  1 8  19 9 5 1 2  3 2 3 0 5 15 -- -- -- - - .- - - 

47 63 67  55 4 1  29 37 43 57 69 74 70 105 i%!f 
CLAM DIGGER 
Res i dent  206 165 125 9 4  105 9 1  66 97 103 8 6  77 110 1.24 I 3 5  
Nonres ident  - 78 6 1  38 19 16 11 -1 2 -3 -_4 11 13 15 26 

284 226 163 113 121 102 73 106 111 90 8E 123 3 161 
BEAM TRAWL - - - - - - - 
Resident  0 0 0 1 2 3 0  1 1 1 0 1 2 1  

OTTER TRAWL 
Resident  0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 2  

1/ I n  a d d i t i o n ,  two r e s i d e n t  beach se ine  l i c e n s e s  were i ssued  i n  1969, and one - 
r e s i d e n t  s c a l l o p  dredge l i c e n s e  i n  1971. 



TABLE 8.  Wholesale va lue  of a l l  f i s h e r y  products  f r om the  P r i nce  N i l  l i a m  Sound Area, 1960 t o  1972. - 1 1  

Year 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 
-il 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

King 
Sa 1 inon 

$ 

Sockeye Coho 
Salnnn Salmon 

F ink  
Sa 1 mon 

Chum Dungeness King Tanner Razor 
Salmon Crab Crab Crab Clams 

Sa 1 mon 
Egqs - - Other 

I/ Data c a l c u l a t e d  f r om Alaska Commercial Operators '  Annual Reports. - 



TABLE 9 .  Bering River  commercial k ing salmon c a t c h ,  1904 - 1926, 1933 - 1934, 
1936 - 1337, 1951 - 1973. 

Year King 

1904 - I /  400 
1905 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1906 11 1 
1907 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1908 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1909 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1910 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
191 1 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1912 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1913 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1914 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1915 4 
1916 7 
191 7 321 
191 3 139 
191 9 72 
1920 120 
1921 3 

Year King Year King 

6 3 
872 
246 

9 5 
36 

3 
36 
20 
10 
44 
2 6 

105 
107 
235 

1 /  From 1904 t o  1926 d a t a  i s  from " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  F i s h e r i e s " ,  - 
P a r t  111: P r i n c e  Will iam Sound, Copper River  and Bering R i v e r ,  W i l l i s  H .  
Rich and Edward Y .  B a l l ,  1932, U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7 .  

2/ From 1927 - 1932, 1935, 1938 - 1950, c a t c h e s  a r e  inc luded  i n  Copper River  - 
c a t c h .  

31 For y e a r  1933, 1934, 1336 and 1937, d a t a  i s  from I;iPFC, H i s t o r i c a l  Catch - 
S t a t i s t i c s  For Salmon on t h e  North P a c i f i c  Ocean, 2nd D r a f t ,  J u l y  1974. 

41 From 1951 t o  1959, d a t a  i s  from Robert  R .  Simpson, Alaska Commercial - 
Salmon Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1951 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  D i g e s t  No. 50. U .  S. 
Fi sh  and !Ji 1 dl  i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Bureau of Commerci a1 F i s h e r i e s  . 

51 From 1960 t o  1973, d a t a  i s  from Alaska Department o f  Fish  and Game - 
S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  



FIGURE 2. Commercial catch o f  k i n g  salmon from Ber ing River  from the  i n c e p t i o n  o f  
the  f i s h e r y .  



TABLE 10.  6 e r i n g  R i v e r  commercial sockeye salmon ca tch ,  1596 - 1926, 1933 - 1334, 
1936 - 1937, 1951 - 1973. 

Year Sockeye 

1396 L/ 23,980 
1397 39,269 
1898 39,333 
1899 27,072 
1900 100,167 
1901 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1902 no c a t c h  r e y o r t e d  
1903 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1904 123,400 
1305 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1906 54,075 
1907 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1908 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1909 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1910 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
1911 no c a t c h  r e p o r t e d  
191 2 41,023 

Year - 
1916 
1917 
1913 
191 9 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1'324 
1925 
1926 2 1  
1933 7/ - 
1934 
1936 
1937 

Sockeye 

131 1173 
192,361 

87,114 
52,532 
37,424 
19,751 
78,262 
50,154 
28,733 

3,591 
no r e c o r d  

3,572 
129 

34,121 

Year Sockeye 

1956 - 5/ 41 ,437 
1957 29,142 
1958 23,947 
1959 27,384 
1960 - 6 1  32,293 
1961 60,116 
1962 72,230 
1963 23,127 
1964 13,463 
1965 10,551 
1965 24,939 
1967 11,866 
1963 26,136 
1969 38,093 
1370 23,539 
1971 36,776 
1972 51,445 
1973 15,426 

1 /  From 1396 t o  1926, d a t a  i s  f r o m  " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  F i s h e r i e s " ,  - 
? a r t  111: P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, Copper R i v e r  and B e r i n g  R i v e r ,  W i l l i s  H. 
R i c h  and Edward Y .  B a l l ,  1932. 6. S. Department o f  Commerce, Bureau of  
Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7.  

21 From 1327 - 1932, 1935, 1938 - 1950, ca tches  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  Copper - 
R i v e r  c a t c h  t o t a l s .  

31  F o r  yea rs  1933, 193n, 1936 and 1937, d a t a  i s  f r o m  INPFC, H i s t o r i c a l  Catch - 
S t a t i s t i c s  F o r  Salmon o f  t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Ocean, 2nd D r a f t ,  J u l y  1974. 

4 1  From 1951 t o  1955, d a t a  i s  f r o m  M a n u s c r i p t  Repor t ,  1964, "The Red Salmon of  - 
Copper R i v e r ,  A laska" ,  Seton H. Thompson. 

51  From 1956 t o  1959, d a t a  i s  f r o m  R o o e r t  S. Simpson, A l a s k a  Commercial Salmon - 
Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1951 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  D i g e s t  No. 50, U. S. F i s h  and 
Wi ld1  i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s  . 

6 1  From 1950 - 1973, d a t a  i s  f r o m  A laska  Department o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
L e a f  1 e t s  . 





TABLE 11. Bering River commercial coho salmon ca tch ,  1912 - 1926, 1951 - 1973. 

Year - Coho - Year - Coho - Year - Coho - 

1/  From 1912 t o  1926, data  i s  from " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review of the  F i s h e r i e s " ,  P a r t  111: - 
Prince William Sound, Copper River and Bering River ,  W i l l i s  H. Rich and Edward 
M .  B a l l ,  1932. U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of  C o m r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s ,  
Bu l l e t i n  No. 7. 

2/ From 1927 t o  1950, catches a r e  included in  t he  Copper River  ca tch  t o t a l s .  - 
3/ From 1951 t o  1959, da t a  i s  from Robert R .  Simpson, Alaska Commercial Salmon - 

Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1951 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  Diqest No. 50. U. S. Fish and Wild- 
1 i f e  Service,  Bureau of Commercial F i she r i e s .  

41 From 1960 t o  1973, da t a  i s  from Alaska Degartment o f  Fish and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
Leaf l e t s .  



FIGURE 4. Commercial catch of  coho salmon from Bering River from the 
inception o f  the fishery. 



TABLE 12. Be r i ng  R i v e r  commercial p i n k  salmon catch,  1916 - 1926, 1951 - 1973. - 6 /  

Year - Pink 

1916 - 1 1  14,492 

1918 772 

Year P ink 

1959 6 

1960 - 4 1  126 

From 1916 t o  1926, da ta  i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  F i s h e r i e s " ,  
P a r t  111: P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound, Copper R i v e r  and Ber ing  R i v e r .  W i l l i s  H. 
R ich and Edward id. B a l l  , 1932, U. S. Department o f  Commerce, Bureau of 
Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  Bul l e t i n  No. 7. 

From 1927 t o  1950, catches a re  i n c l u d e d  i n  Copper R i v e r  ca tch .  

From 1951 t o  1959, da ta  i s  f rom Robert  R. Simpson, Alaska Commercial Salmon 
Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1351 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  D iges t  No. 50, U.  S.  F i s h  and 
Wild1 i f e  Serv ice,  Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  

From 1960 t o  1961, da ta  i s  f rom INPFC. 

From 1963 t o  1973, da ta  i s  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  
Lea f  1 e t s  . 
No catches r e p o r t e d  f o r  t he  years  n o t  shown. 



TABLE 13. Be r i ng  R i v e r  commercial chum salmon catch,  1918, 1951 - 1973. 61 

Year - Chum 

1918 - 1/  3 

Year Chum 

1961 1 

1/  From 1916 t o  1926, da ta  i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  F i s h e r i e s " ,  - 
P a r t  111: P r i nce  W i  11 iam Sound, Copper R i v e r  and Be r i ng  R iver .  M i l  1 i s  H. 
R ich and Edward M. B a l l ,  1932, U. S. Department o f  Commerce, Bureau of  
Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7. 

2/ From 1927 t o  1950, catches a r e  i nc l uded  i n  Copper R i v e r  catch.  
A 

31 From 1951 t o  1959, da ta  i s  f rom Rober t  R. Simpson, Alaska Commercial Salmon - 
Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1351 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  D iges t  No. 50, U. S. F i s h  and 
I.! i ldl i f e  Serv ice,  Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  

41 From 1960 t o  1961, da ta  i s  f rom INPFC. - 

5/ From 1963 t o  1973, da ta  i s  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
Leaf  1 e t s  . 

6 /  No catches r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  years  n o t  shown. - 
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FIGURE 5 .  Estimated annual sockeye salmon spawning escapements 
i n  the Bering River d i s t r i c t .  



TABLE 1 5 .  Fathom of  salmon gear  operated in  the Bering River sockeye and 
coho salmon d r i f t  g i l l n e t  f i s h e r y ,  1960 - 1973. - I /  

Year - 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

SOCKEYE 
Number Fa thorns 

0 f 
Vessels 

0 f 
G i l l n e t s  

COHO 
Number Fa thorns 

0 f 
Vessels 

0 f 
Gill ne ts  

I /  Data from Alaska Department of  Fish and Game Commercial F i she r i e s  Annual - 
Management Reports. 



TABLE 16. Copper R i v e r  commercial k i n g  salmon ca tch ,  1890 - 1973. 

Year K i  nq 

no o p e r a t i o n  
8,674 
8,494 

13,248 
1,407 
2,044 
1,850 
4,682 
3,462 
6,558 
2,500 
4,600 
5,014 

20,000 
2,165 

869 
3,067 

974 
1,358 
6,181 
2,307 
3,043 
7,334 

14,259 
13,930 
19,627 

Year - Year - 

11 From 1890 t o  1927, da ta  i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  F i she r i es , "  -- 
P a r t  111: P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, Copper R i v e r  and Be r i ng  R i ve r ,  W i l l i s  H. R i ch  
and Edward M. B a l l ,  1932. U. S. Department o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  Commercial 
F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7. 

21 From 1927 t o  1950, Be r i ng  R i v e r  catches a r e  i nc l uded .  - 

31 From 1928 t o  1950, da ta  i s  f rom U. S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce ,  Bureau o f  - 
Commercial F i s h e r i e s  Annual Management Reports.  

41  From 1951 t o  1959, da ta  i s  from Robert  R. Simpson, Alaska Commercial Salmon - 
Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1951 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  D iges t  No. 50. U. S .  F i s h  and 
W i l d l i f e  Serv ice ,  Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  

5/  From 1960 t o  1973, da ta  i s  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game, Commercial -- 
F i s h e r i e s  S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  

* Based on 3 k i n g  salmon pe r  case. 



FISURE 6 .  Comnercial king salmon catch from Copper River from the i n c e ~ t i o n  of the 
f i shery .  



T A B L E  17.  Copper River comnercial socke.ye salmon ca t ch ,  1889 - 1973. 

Year Sockeye - 
1889 - I /  242,790 
1890 411,190 
1891 71 0,740 
1892 no opera t ion  
1893 792,690 
1894 71 0,000 
1895 507,630 
1896 714,595 
1897 371,487 
1898 417,171 
1899 527,122 
1900 748,310 
1901 781,438 
1902 800,044 
1903 814,345 
1904 501,630 
1905 320,000 
1906 265,378 
1907 263,557 
1908 466,414 
1909 31 6,088 
191 0 221,993 
1911 407,559 
1912 456,390 
191 3 404.914 

Year - 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 2/ 
1928 T/ - 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 

Sockeye Year Sockeye - 
1947 352,077 
1948 168,724 
1949 441,776 
1950 800,451 
1951 451,943 
1952 1,136,286 
1953 563,708 
1954 1,099,564 
1955 636,005 
1956 41 540,575 
1957 - 541,637 
1958 307,342 
1959 299,782 
1960 5/ 360,667 
1961 - 528,223 
1962 677,626 
1963 375,029 
1964 699,548 
1965 81 8,277 
1966 1,005,615 
1967 508,327 
1968 573,261 
1969 696,836 
1970 1,115,695 
1971 61 6,801 
1972 727,144 
1973 332,816 

I /  From 1889 t o  1927, da t a  i s  from " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review of the F i she r i e s " ,  - 
P a r t  111: Prince William Sound, Copper River and Bering River,  Will i s  H .  Rich 
and Edward i'4. Bal l ,  1932. U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Commercial 
F i s h e r i e s ,  Bu l l e t in  No. 7. 

2/ From 1927 t o  1950, Bering River catches a r e  included. - 

3/ From 1928 t o  1955, da t a  i s  from rlanuscript Report 1964, "The Red Salmon of - 
Copper R i  ver, Alaska", Se ton H. Thompson. 

41 From 1956 t o  1959, data  i s  from Robert R .  Simpson, Alaska Commercial Catch - 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  1951 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  Digest No. 50. U .  S. Fish and Wild l i fe  
Serv ice ,  Bureau of  Commercial F i she r i e s .  

51 From 1960 t o  1973, da ta  i s  from Alaska 3epartrnent of Fish and Game, Conunercial - 
Fi s h e r i e s  S t a t i s  t i c a l  Lea f l e t s .  



F I G U R E  7 .  Commercial sockeye salmon catch from Copper River from the i n c e p t i o n  of 
the f ishery.  



TABLE 18. Copper R i v e r  connnercial coho salmon ca tch ,  2893 - 1973. 

Year - Coho - 
1893 11 72,000 
1894 - 17,000 
1895 142,937 
1896 31,862 
1897 25,605 
1900 88,175 
1910 18,149 
19 11 33,660 
1312 36,238 
19 14 42,192 
1915 12,098 
1916 118,267 
1917 126,073 
1918 74,379 
1919 53,468 
1920 73,924 
1021 377 
i924 4 1  ,889 
1925 153,376 
1926 177 ,7131 

Year -- Coho 

1927 2/ 410,350 
1931 T/ 109,319 * 
1933 - 96,263 * 
1935 79,722 * 
1937 45,535 * 
1939 6,809 * 
1940 2616,892 * 
1941 700,086 * 
1942 710,014 * 
1943 186,380 * 
1944 294 ,619*  
1945 349,580 * 
1946 2 19,853 * 
1947 188,965 * 
1948 2L3,848 * 
1949 136,876 * 
1950 171,690 * 
1951 -- 41 154,418 
1952 163,740 
1953 29,366 

Year - Coho 

1954 157,941 
1955 158,208 
1956 109,248 
1957 58,705 
1958 81,610 
1959 132,259 
1'160 - 5/ 137,957 
1961 133,987 
1962 174,628 
1963 202,621 
1964 242,666 
1965 70,786 
1966 116,147 
1967 160,532 
1968 230,867 
1969 77,405 
1970 161,892 
1971 208,915 
1972 103,211 
1973 132,272 

11 From 1893 t o  1927, data  i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  F i s h e r i e s , "  - 
P a r t  111: P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, Copper R i v e r  and Be r i ng  R i v e r ,  W i l l i s  H. 
R ich  and Edward M. B a l l ,  1932. U.  S.  Department o f  Commerce, Bureau of  
Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7 

2 /  From 1927 t o  1950, Ber i ng  R i v e r  catches a re  i nc l uded .  - 

31 From 1931 t o  1950, data  i s  f rom U .  S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce ,  Bureau o f  - 
Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  Annual Management Reports.  

41 From 1951 t o  1 x 9 ,  data  i s  f rom Rober t  R. Simpson, Alaska Commercial Salmon - 
Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1951 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  D i g e s t  No. 50. U.  S .  F i s h  and 
W i l d l i f e  Serv ice ,  Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  

51 From 1960 t o  1973, data  i s  fi90m Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game, Corri iercial - 
F i s h e r i e s  S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  

* Based on 8 .5  coho salmon per  case. 



FISURE 8. Comnercial coho salmon catch from Copper R i v e r  from the i n c e p t i o n  of the 
f i s h e r y .  



TABLE 19. Copper R i v e r  commercial p i n k  salmon catch,  1915 - 1973. - 6/ 

Year Pink - 
16,076 
31,578 

8,845 
5,361 

462 
186 

20 
85 

272 
2,686 

153 
255 

1,802 
1,755 
2,505 

Year - 
1941 
1342 
1943 
1950 
1951 3/ 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1953 
1959 
1960 - 41 
1961 

P ink  

9,503 
1,394 

918 
34 

101 
5,284 

166 
135 
149 

1,131 
1,341 
8,372 

9 40 
375 

1,639 

Year P ink  

I/ From 1915 t o  1927, da ta  i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  F i she r i es " ,  - 
P a r t  111: P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, Copper R i v e r  and Be r i ng  R i ve r ,  Y i l l i s  H. 
R ich  and Edward !,I. B a l l  , 1932, U. S. Department o f  Commerce, Bureau of 
Commercial F i she r i es ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7. 

2/ From 1933 t o  1959, da ta  i s  f rom Alaska F i she ry  a n d  Fur Seal I n d u s t r y ,  U. S.  - 
F ish  and W i l d l i f e  Serv ice.  Case pack conver ted t o  p inks  on t h e  bas i s  of 
17 p i nks  pe r  case. 

31 From 1951 t o  1959, da ta  i s  f rom Robert  R. Simpson, Alaska Commercial Salmon - 
Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1951 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  D iges t  No. 50, U .  S. F i sh  and 
W i  1 d l  i f e  Serv ice  , Bureau o f  Commerci a1 F i she r i es .  

4/ From 1960 t o  1961, da ta  i s  f rom INPFC. - 

51  From 1962 t o  1973, da ta  i s  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
L e a f l e t s .  

6 1  No catches r e p o r t e d  f o r  t he  years  n o t  shown. - 



TABLE 20. Copper R i v e r  commercial chum salmon catch,  1316 - 1973. 6/ - 

Year Chum - Year --- Chum 

1916 - 1/ 67 1953 46 

Year - Chum 

1965 33 1 

11 From 1916 t o  1925, data i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  F i she r i es , "  - 
P a r t  111: P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, Copper R i ve r ,  and Be r i ng  R i ve r ,  H i l l i s  H. 
R i ch  and Ed~hard M. B a l l ,  1932, U. S.  Department o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  
Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7. 

2/ From 1938 t o  1950, da ta  i s  f rom Alaska F i she ry  and Fur  Seal I n d u s t r y ,  U. S .  - 
F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Serv ice .  Case pack conver ted  t o  chums on t h e  bas i s  o f  
10 chums pe r  case. 

31 From 1951 t o  1959, da ta  i s  f rom Robert  R .  Simpson, Alaska Commercial Salmon - 
Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  1951 - 1959, S t a t i s t i c a l  D iges t  No. 50, U. S. F i s h  and 
W i  1 d l  i f e  Se rv i ce  , Bureau o f  Commerci a1 F i s h e r i e s  . 

41 From 1960 t o  1961, da ta  i s  f rom INPFC. - 

51 From 1962 t o  1973, da ta  i s  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
L e a f l e t s .  

61 No catches r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  years  n o t  shown. - 



TABLE 21. Est imated k i n g  salmon spawninq escapements i n  upper Copper R iver  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  1961 - 1973. 11, 

Sys tem 

L i t t l e  Tonsina R ive r  56 3 42 19 200 100 
Tonsina Lake 4 
Grey1 i ng Creek 8 3 22 2 7 4 5 4 7 4 7 
Manker Creek 7 2 5 13 2 G 17 3 0 4 17 
K l u t i n a  Lake O u t l e t  8 19 50 2 5 5 
Flahlo Creek 54 
S t .  Anne Creek 100 10 4 0 48 5 3 1 35 4 2 5 3 
Kaina Creek 172 65 200 24 105 19 56 162 81 89 172 
Mendel tna Creek ?4 7 80 5 6 53 56 4 9 15 
Gul kana R iver  124 230 29 992 457 
!J. F. Gulkana R ive r  425 1190k 6 5 3 
?I. F .  Gulkana R ive r  100 54 250 2 3 65 240 193 110 
Dickey Lake 36* 
Paxson Lake O u t l e t  2 8 5 357 125 19 13 2 4 
Summit Lake t o  Paxson 
Sinona Creek 4 8 4 10 
E. F .  Chis tochina R ive r  10 35 590 152 150 200 363 512 343 486 
Ind ian  Creek 13 
A h t e l l  Creek 11 0 
Tanada Lake 104 - -- - --- -- -- - 

Index o f  
Est imated 

Escapement - 31 

1 Peak counts est imated from a e r i a l  and ground surveys. Alaska Department o f  F i sh  and Game Annual Management - 

Reports. 
21 1967 - 1973 surveys by C .  Larson, K.' Roberson and F. Wi l l iams.  - 
3/ Index o f  a l l  streams surveyed. - 
* Probably sockeye salmon. 



FIGURE 9. Index o f  k i n g  salmon spawning escapements from upper 
Copper R i  ver.  



TABLE 22. Estir l lated annual sockeye salmon spawning escapements i n  t he  Copper R i ve r  d e l t a  area, 1961 - 1973. 1/ 

Sys ten1 - 1961 - 1962 .- 1963 1964 1965 1966 -- 

Eyak Lake 463 13,700 15,500 11,550 9,430 2,000 
Hatchery Creek 1,500 2,400 2,000 6,565 3,400 
Ibek Creek 0 0 0 
Scot t  Lake 750 600 525 450 0 
Bear Lake 2 5 20 0 0 
McKinley Lake 300 550 1,080 4,000 
Salmon Creek 4,200 2,600 920 302 2,100 
25 M i l e  2 5 
25.6 M i l e  500 350 600 502 2,600 
27 M i l e  300 3 0 30 164 5 3 
39 M i  l e  1,800 2,400 1,850 2,100 4,550 
Goat Flountain Creek 100 400 650 1,100 200 495 
Pleasant Creek 0 190 195 
Mar t i n  R i ve r  Sloughs 3,011 5,400 8,280 2,650 3,330 2,145 
Raqqed Po in t  Lake 200 1,400 300 1,100 0 
Mar t i n  Lake 2,415 5,000 8,209 4,260 10,886 7,210 
V a r t i n  Lake Creeks 3/ 3/ 3/ 31 31 6,045 
Pothole Lake 200- 3,400- 1,100- 2,400- 2,350 300 
L i t t l e  Mar t i n  Lake 75 1,380 1,450 650 230 1,050 
Lake Tokun 5,000 8,000 10,000 9,900 31,000 4,900 
Deadwood Lake 125 3 5 7 5 0 

1,200 0 
t u r b i d  0 

125 250 
150 

1,120 2,000 
640 0 

1,050 
600 3,500 

0 
5,400 1,000 
5,250 4,200 

680 1,500 
800 0 

t u r b i d  3,500 
1,000 

Tota l  
Estimated 11,464 51,830 56,010 38,340 70,479 41,043 19,605 18,686 41,573 37,603 73,587 73,792 33,675 
Esc~i[)e~~rer~ t s  -- - - - -- - - - -. -- .- - -- . -- 

- -- - --- - - - 
Index o f  11,464 51 56,010 41 - 70,4f9 - 41 9,920 -- 5/ 31,100 - 51 51,270 - 5/ 22,256 - 5/ 

Est imated 
Escapement - 51,830 -- 41 

1/ Peak count e s t i ~ n a t e s  from a e r i a l  and ground surveys unless otherwise noted. - 
21 From sonar counter.  - 
31 Count inc luded i n  M a r t i n  Lake. -- 
4/ Index o f  a l l  systems surveyed f o r  t h a t  year.  - 
51 Index systems i nc lude  Eyak Lake, McKinley Lake, 39 M i l e  Creek (C lear  Creek), Lake Tokun, L i t t l e  M a r t i n  Lake, Mar t i n  - 

River  Sloughs and M a r t i n  Lake. 
61 Inc ludes 1,500 a t  mouth o f  M a r t i n  R iver .  - 



F I G U R E  10. Index o f  sockeye salmon spawning escapement from the 
Copper River del t a  area. 
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FIGURE 11. Index of sockeye salmon spawning escapement f rom upper 
Copper R i ve r .  



TABLE 2 4 .  Fathoms of salmon g e a r  and v e s s e l s  o o e r a t e d  i n  t h e  Copper T i v e r  
sockqye salmon g i l l  n e t  f i s h e r y ,  1907 - 1973. - l /  

Year - 
1907 2/ 
1908 - 
1909 
1310 
1911 
1912 
191 3 
1914 
1315 
1916 
1917 
191 8 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1322 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1328 
1329 

Fathoms 
0 f 

G i l l  Nets 

1 ,333  
1 , 7 3 3  
1 ,517 
1 ,560 
I ,810 
4,090 
1,925 
3,200 
5 ,433 

27,485 
36,314 
37.545 

Year 

Fathoms 
0 f 

G i l l  Nets 

?lumber 
0 f 

Year Yessel s - 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 31 494 
1957 - 518 
1958 50 6 
1959 355 
1960 4/ 396 
1961 - 337 
1962 458 
1963 41 1 
1964 28 9 
1965 3 34 
1966 348 
1967 394 
1968 37 5 
1969 356 
1970 40 3 
1971 438 
1972 523 
1973 4 35 

Fathoms 
0 f 

G i l l  Nets 

1/ Dip nets were used i n  t h e  Copoer 9 i v e r  from 1912 t o  1921, r e a c h i n g  a maximum - 
number o f  183  i n  1920. From one t o  f o u r  t r a a s  were used on t h e  C o m e r  2 i v e r  
d e l t a  from 1916 t o  1922. Dip n e t s  were p r o h i b i t e d  bv  r e g u l a t i o n  a f t e r  1921, 
b u t  t r a p s  were d i s c o n t i n u e d  by t h e  o p e r a t o r s  when found t o  be unsuccess fu l  
i n  t h e s e  w a t e r s .  

21 Data from 1907 t o  1955 i s  from Seton H.  Thom~son,  "The r e d  salmon (Oncorhynchus - 
n e r k a )  o f  Copper River ,  Alaska,  U .  S .  Bureau of Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  A u k e  
Bay, Alaska ,  IIR 64-12, Yovember 1964, page 15. Yo r e c o r d  o f  g e a r  used i n  1935. 

3/ Data from 1956 t o  1959 i s  from Annual Report ,  Cen t ra l  D i s t r i c t ,  P r i n c e  Nil1 iam - 
Sound, Copper R i v e r ,  Bering Z i v e r  - Yakataga Area, U. S. Bureau o f  Commercial 
F i s h e r i e s ,  Cordova, Alaska.  

4/ a a t a  from 1960 t o  1973 i s  from Annual Yanagement ? e ~ o r t ? .  Commercial F i s h e r i e s  - 
D i v i s i o n ,  P r i n c e  Will iam Sound Area, Alaska Department o f  F i sh  and Game. 



TABLE 25. Fathoms o f  salmon qear and vesse ls  or lerated i n  t h e  Cogper R i v e r  coho 
salmon d r i f t  q i l l  n e t  f i s h e r y ,  1944 - 1977. 

Year - 
1944 1/ 
1945 - 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1353 
1954 
1955 
1357 
1959 
1960 - 2/ 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1 968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

Number o f  Vessels Fathoms o f  G i l l  Nets 

I/ Data f r om 1944 t o  1959 i s  f rom Annual qeports,  Cent ra l  L l i s t r i c t ,  P r i nce  - 
W i l l  iam Sound, Copper R iver ,  Be r i ng  R i ve r ,  Yakataga Area, U. S. Bureau 
o f  Comnercial F i she r i es ,  Cordova, .41aska. 

21 Data f r om 1960 t o  1973 i s  f r om Annual Vanagement Zeports,  Commercial - 
F i s h e r i e s  D i v i s i o n ,  Alaska Llepartment o f  F i s h  and Same. 

31 Data f rom 1944 t o  1959 inc ludes  Be r i ng  R iver .  Data f r om 1960 t o  1973 i s  - 
f rom Copper River, peak e f f o r t .  



TABLE 26. Sockeye salmon sca le  age a n a l y s i s  by percent ,  by year ,  f rom Copper 
R iver .  

Year 

1917 - I/ 
1918 * 
1919 ** 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1941 
1954 
1955 
1965 - 2/ 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1979 
1971 
1972 

P Present,  b u t  l e s s  than 1%. 

* D i  gnet  samol es. 

** No June samples. 

11  Data f rom 1917 - 1955, Th? Red Salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka)  o f  Copper R i ve r ,  - 
Alaska, MR 64-12, 1364, Seton H. Thompson. 

21 Data f rom 1965 - 1972, Alaska D e ~ a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  and Game records .  - 



TABLE 27. Subsistence f i s h e r y  ca tch  from upper Copper R i ve r ,  P r ince  W i l l i a m  
Sound management area, 1948 t o  1973. - I/ 

No. Permi ts  
Year Issued Sockeye Coho - 

108 

2 5  
550 
38 1 
5 58 
103 

52 

233 
224 
5 54 
363 
248 

5 1 

Pink* Chum* Other 51 Unknown - - -- Tota l  

5,100 
5,500 
2,136 
3,145 
2,086 
7, i 5 3  

13,263 
7,182 

17,412 
16,022 
1 5,200 
13,250 
14,420 
1 7,576 
15,070 
15,838 
28,569 
37,562 
39,263 
28,615 
29,287 

1/  Data f o r  years 1948 t o  1958 f rom U. S. Department o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  Comner- - 
c i a 1  F i s h e r i e s ,  Annual Yanagement Reports.  Other years f r om Alaska Department 
o f  F i s h  and Game Annual Management Reports.  

2/ Est imated catches, p robab ly  ob ta ined  by i n t e r v i e w .  - 
3/ Reported ca tch .  - 
4/ Data f rom sample checks o f  f i s h  wheels. Observat ions o f  f i s h  i n  boxes o f  wheels, 
.- 

d r y i n g  racks  and r e p o r t s  o f  f ishermen. 
5J Inc ludes  rainbow, w h i t e f i s h ,  lamprey, gray1 i n g  and s t e e l  head. 
6 /  Est imated catches ob ta ined  by i n t e r v i e w  from 13 f ishwheel  f ishermen. - 
7/ Est imated catches ob ta ined  f rom i n t e r v i e w s  o f  30 f i shwhee l  f ishermen. - 
d l  Some o f  these may have been i ssued  f o r  the  Copper R i v e r  d e l t a  o r  P r i nce  W i l l i a m  - 

Sound. * No r e c o r d  o r  knowledge o f  upper Copper R i v e r  ever  hav ing  p i n k  o r  chum salmon. 



TABLE 28. P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound commercial k i n g  salmon catch,  1890 t o  1973 

Year 

1890 - 1/ 
189 1 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
11196 
1.597 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1904 
1913 
:316 
1917 
1316 
1919 
1920 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1925 

King 

5,491 
6,185 
8,674 
8,494 

10,248 
1,407 
2 ,OA4 
1,850 
4,682 
3,462 
6,558 
2,500 
4,600 

253 
1,003 

6 
364 
557 

6,930 
6,408 

286 
5 30 

1,219 
3,325 
2,1-53 

Year -- 

1927 
1928 2/ 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 .- 3/ 

K i n g  Year - Kina - 
1952 11 1 
1953 7 2 
1954 1 
1955 0 
1956 492 
1957 968 
1958 12,041 
1959 * 1,447 
1960 - 41 .. 299 
1961 406 
1962 1,830 
1963 2,293 
1964 7 1 
1965 1,099 
1966 6 50 
1967 3,624 
1968 1,523 
1969 3,340 
1970 1,031 
19 7 1 3,551 
1972 * 547 
1973 2,405 

11 From 1890 t o  1927, da ta  i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review of t h e  A laska Salmon - 
F i s h e r i e s  ," P a r t  I I I : P r i n c e  W i  11 iaol Sound, Copper R i v e r ,  and Be r i ng  R i ve r ,  
i d i l l i s  H. R ich  and Edward M. B a l l ,  1932. U. S.  Department o f  Commerce, 
Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7. (Data f r om  1890 t o  1902 
i s  combined catches f rom P r i n c e  W i  1  l i a m  Sound and Copper R i v e r .  ) 

2/ From 1928 t o  1950, da ta  i s  f rom U. S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Serv ice ,  "Alaska - 
F i s h e r y  and Fur  Seal I n d u s t r i e s . "  Est imated on t h e  b a s i s  o f  3.5 k i ngs  p e r  
case. 

31 From 1951 t o  1959, da ta  i s  f rom U. S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce ,  Alaska - 
Commercial Salmon Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  D iges t  No. 50, by Robert  
R .  Simpson, 1960. 

4/ -. Data from 196q cn i s  from Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game Commercial 
F i s h e r i e s  S t a i i s  t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  

* Catch these years  n o t  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  abundance due t o  economic o r  o t h e r  
reasons. 



FIGURE 12. Annual catch of king salmon from Prince William Sound from inception 
of the fishery. 



TABLE 2 9 .  P r i n c e  Will iam Sound commercial sockeye salmon c a t c h ,  1889 - 1973. 

Year Sockeye 

242,790 
411,190 
710,740 
792,693 
71 0,000 
507,630 
71 4,595 
371 ,487 
417,171 
527,122 
748,310 
781,438 
800,044 
814,345 
109,200 
100,000 

60,578 
17,692 

117,018 
150,412 

68.122 

Year - Sockeye Year - 
1946 
1947 
1 948 
1949 
1950 
1951 3/ 
1952 - 
1953 
1954 * 
1355 * 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1960 - 41 
196: 
1962 
7963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

Sockeye 

125,184 
196,488 
229,380 
101,076 

86,148 
208,065 

74,324 
49,252 

6,185 
12,924 

156,336 
66,468 
13,821 
35,176 

1/ From 1883 t o  1927, d a t a  i s  from " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  Alaska Salmon - 
F i s h e r i e s " ,  P a r t  111: P r i n c e  Will iam Sound, Copper R i v e r  and Bering River ,  
W i l l i s  H .  Rich and Edward M .  B a l l ,  1932, U. S. Oeoartment o f  Commerce, 
Bureau o f  Comnercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7 .  (Data from 1889 - 1993 
i s  combined c a t c h e s  from P r i n c e  Will iam Sound and C o p ~ e r  R i v e r ) .  

21 From 1928 t o  1950, d a t a  i s  from U. S. F i sh  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  "Alaska - 
F i s h e r y  and Fur-Seal I n d u s t r i e s "  e s t i m a t e s  of pink c a t c h  and c a s e  pack 
d a t a  by W. H. Noerenberg 's  " P r i n c e  Will iam Sound Spawning Sround Survey,  
1954", U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Washington, F i s h e r i e s  qesearch  Ins t i  t u t e ,  C i r c u l a r  
:lo. 69, October  22, 1954. Est imated on t h e  b a s i s  o f  12  sockeye per 
c a s e .  

31 From 1951 t o  1959, d a t a  i s  from 9. S. Fish  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Alaska - 
Commercial Salmon Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  q i a e s t  No. 50, by Robert  
?. Simpson, 1960. 

41 Data from 1960 on i s  from Alaska Daoartment o f  Fish and Came Commercial - 
F i s h e r i e s  S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  

* Catch t h e s e  ,years  no t  i n d i c a t i v e  of abundance due t o  economic o r  o t h e r  
reasons .  
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YEAR 

F I G U R E  13. Annual ca tch  o f  sockeye salmon f rom P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound f r o m  i n -  
c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y .  

44 



TABLE 30. P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound c o m e r c i a 1  coho salmon ca t ch ,  1893 t o  1973. 

Year Coho - 
1893 72,000 
1894 17,000 
1895 142,937 
1896 31,862 
1897 25,605 
1900 88,175 
1910 14,411 
1911 20,284 
1912 15,563 
1913 406 
1914 13,001 
1915 6,915 
1916 47,746 
1917 44,557 
1918 100,247 
1919 72,836 
1920 89,378 
1 9 2 1 *  9,316 
1922 8,962 
1923 26,889 
1924 69,431 
1925 84,408 
1926 78,607 
1927 258,816 

Year - 
1928 2/ 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1334 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 - 31 

Coho - 
190,350 
66,066 

107,622 
56,547 
97,434 
74,853 

122,949 
31,023 
47,205 
59,859 
61,614 
34,722 
92,313 
57,870 

123,327 
74,133 
71,118 
44,469 

144,333 
64,332 
45,432 

117,144 
111,969 
47,636 

Year - 
1952 
19 53 
1954 * 
1955 * 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 * 
1960 - 41 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 * 
1973 

Coho - 
51,130 
37,012 

4 36 
596 

34,850 
20,935 
22,555 

1,123 
27,147 
10,988 
31,908 
48,661 
30,969 
45,211 
23,908 
40,569 
11,693 
12.866 

1/ From 1693 t o  1927, data i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  A laska Salmon - 
F ishe r i es , "  P a r t  111: P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, Copper R i ve r ,  and Be r i ng  R i ve r ,  
i l i l l i s  H. R i ch  and Edward M. B a l l ,  1932, U. S. Department o f  Comr~erce, 
Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7. (Data f rom 1889 - 1903 i s  
combined catches f rom P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound and Copper R i v e r .  Coho a r e  
p robab ly  ma in l y  p i nks .  ) 

2 /  From 1928 t o  1950, da ta  i s  f rom U. S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce ,  "A laska - 
F ishe ry  and Fur Seal I n d u s t r i e s "  es t imates  o f  p i n k  ca t ch  f rom case pack 
da ta  by W.  H. Noerenberg's "P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound Spawning Ground Survey, 
1954," U n i v e r s i t y  O F  Washington, F i s h e r i e s  Research I n s t i t u t e ,  C i r c u l a r  
No. 69, October 22, 1954. Est imated on t h e  b a s i s  o f  n i n e  coho salmon 
pe r  case. 

3/ Fr-om 1951 t o  1959, da ta  i s  from U. S.  i - i s h  and H i i d ;  i f e  Se rv i ce ,  n,ln!ska - 
Commercial Salmon Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  D iges t  No. 50, by Robert  
R .  Simpson, 1960. 

4/ Data f rom 1960 on i s  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game Commercial 
F i s h e r i e s  S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  

* Catch these years  n o t  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  abundance due t o  economic o r  o t h e r  
reasons. 



YEAR 

FIC;U:?E 14. Annual catch of coho salmon from Prince !Jilliam Sound from 
inception o f  the f i shery .  

4 6 



TABLE 31. Prince Nil 1 iam Sound commercial p i n k  salmon catch,  1896 to  1973. 

Year - Pink - Year - P i n k  - Year Pink - 

1/ From 1896 t o  1927, data i s  from " S t a t i s t i c a l  9eviev of the  Alaska Salmon - 
Fisher ies" ,  Par t  111: Prince William Sound, Copper River and Bering River, 
Will is  H. 2ich and Edward M. Ball,  1932, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Commercial Fisher ies ,  Bullet in No. 7. (Data from 1889 - 1903 
i s  combined catches from Prince Will iam Sound and Coooer River) .  

2/ From 1928 t o  1350, data i s  from U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, "Alaska - 
Fishery and Fur-Seal Industr ies" estimates of pink catch from case pack 
data by W .  H .  Noerenberg's "Prince Villiam Sound Spanning Ground Survey, 
1954", University of Washington, Fisheries Research I n s t i t u t e ,  Circular  
No. 69, October 22, 1954. 

3/ From 1951 t o  1959, data i s  from U. S. Fish and Wild1 i f e  Service, Alaska - 
Comnercial Salmon Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  Digest No. 50, by 2obert 
R.  Simpson, 1960. 

4/ Data from 1360 on i s  from Alaska Department of Fish and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
Leaflets .  

* Catch these years not indicat ive  of abundance due t o  economic o r  o ther  
reasons. 
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TABLE 32 .  Prince William Sound corrmercial chum salmon ca tch ,  1912 t o  1973. 

Year - 
1312 1 /  
1913 - 
1915 
191 6 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 * 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 - 2/ 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 

Chum - Year - 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1 948 
1949 
1950 
1951 31 
1952 - 
1953 
1954 * 
1955 * 
1956 
1957 
1958 

I /  From 1912 t o  1927, da t a  i s  from " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review of t h e  Alaska Salmon - 
F i s h e r i e s " ,  P a r t  111. Prince William Sound, Copper River and Bering River,  
Will i s  H .  Rich and Edward M .  Ba l l ,  1932, U. S. Deoartment of  Commerce, 
Bureau of  Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  Bu l l e t in  ?lo. 7. 

21 From 1928 t o  1950, da ta  i s  from U. S. Fish and Wild l i fe  Service,  "Alaska - 
Fishery and Fur-Seal Indus t r i e s "  es t imates  of pink catch from case  pack data  
by W. H. Noerenberg's "Prince William Sound Spawning Ground Survey, 1954", 
i lniversi  ty  of Washington, F i she r i e s  Research I n s t i  t u t e ,  C i r c u l a r  Plo. 69, 
October 22, 1954. 

31 From 1951 t o  1959, data  i s  from ti. S. Fish and bli 'idlife Serv ice ,  Alaska - 
Commerci a1 Salmon Catch S t a t i s t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  3i  ges t  No. 50, by F.obert 
R .  Simpson, 1960. 

4/ 3a ta  from 1960 i s  from Alaska Deoartment of Fish and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  Lea f l e t s .  - 

* Catch these  years  not  i n d i c a t i v e  of abundance due to  economic o r  o t h e r  roasons. 



YEAR 

FI;U!?E 16. Annual ca tch  o f  chum salmon f r o m  P r i n c e  I d i l l i a m  Sound f r o m  i n c e o t i o n  
o f  t h e  f i s h e r y .  



TABLE 33. Es t ima ted  annual sockeye salmon spawning escapement i n  P r i n c e  W i  11 iam 
Sound streams, 1951 - 1973. I/ - 

Year - Sockeye Year - 
1959 
1960 / 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 

Sockeye Year - Sockeye 

I/ From U.S. F i s h  and Wi ld1  i f e  S e r v i c e  a e r i a l  and ground surveys,  1927 - 1951, - 
and 1959; F i s h e r i e s  Research I n s t i t u t e  ground surveys,  1952 - 1958; and A laska 
Department o f  F i s h  and Game a e r i a l  and ground surveys,  1960 - 1973. 

2/ Es t ima tes  a r e  f r o m  peak counts from 1960 t o  1973. - 

TABLE 34. E s t i m a t e d  annual p i n k  salmon spawning escapement i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  
Sound streams, 1927 - 1973. - I/ 

Year - 
1927 
1928 
1929 
19 30 
1931 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

Pink - 
1,086,383 

922,671 
729,444 

1,502,939 
606,176 
869,217 

1,279,434 
409,708 
982,131 
615,545 

1,109,128 
862,026 
932,423 

1 ,245,224 

Year - 
1346 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

P ink  - Year - P i n k  - 
1,350,823 
2,203,8r30 
2,019 ,08Q 
1,355,740 
1,841,689 

897,060 
1,300,639 
1,466,72q 
I ,091,770 
1,155,630 

949,190 
2,121,410 

6g7,429 
1,229,910 

1 /  From U.S .  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  a e r i a l  and ground su rveys ,  1927 - 1951, - 
and 1959; F i s h e r i e s  Research I n s t i t u t e  ground surveys,  1951 - 1958; and A laska 
Department o f  F i s h  and Game a e r i a l  and ground surveys,  1960 - 1973. 



YEARS 

FISUEE 17. Annual es t imated  sockeye salmon spawnins esca~ement  
i n  Pr ince  W i l l i a m  Sound, 1951 - 1973. 

5 2 



FIGUnE 18. Annual es t irnated t ink salmon spawninq escapement i n  Pr ince  
W i l l i a m  Sound, 1927 - 1973. 



TABLE 35. Es t ima ted  annual chum salmon spawning escapement i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  
Sound streams, 1928 - 1973. - 1 1  

Year - 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

Chum - 
264,230 
443,503 
478,498 
349,566 
1 56,969 
140,315 
152,598 

45,050 
40,447 
40,050 

1 22,300 
140,550 
191,770 

44,103 

Year - 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 

Chum - 
50,005 
92,813 

148,658 
82,114 

277,750 
124,902 
138,686 
199,733 

93,752 
176,696 
269,443 

82,275 
175,700 
201,877 

Year - 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1958 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

Chum 

341 ,199 
486,8411 
371,160 
442,550 
195,660 
223,440 
187,760 
196,280 
164,490 
102,330 
166,780 
301,680 
546,599 

I/ From U.S. F i s h  and W i  I d 1  i f e  S e r v i c e  a e r i a l  and ground surveys,  1928 - 1951, - 
and 1959; F i s h e r i e s  Research I n s t i t u t e  ground surveys,  1952 - 1958; and A laska 
Department o f  F i s h  and Game a e r i a l  and ground surveys,  1960 - 1973. 



YEAR 

FIGURE 19. Annual est imated chum salmon spawninq escapement i n  Pr ince  
W i l l i a m  Sound, 1928 - 1973. 



TABLE 36. Prince William Sound king salmon case pack, 1890 to  1973. * 

Year 

1890 - 1/ 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1904 
191 3 
1916 
131 7 
1918 
191 9 
1920 
1922 
1923 2/ 
1924 - 

Year - 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 

King Year - King 

74 
167 
8 8 

1,469 
5 

37 
31 

171 
6 
2 

106 
33 

119 
16 

345 
5 0 
3 7 

1,269. 
81 7 
294 

1,014 
156 
164 

1/ Data from 1890 t o  1922 i s  from " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review of the Alaska Salmon - 
Fisher ies" ,  Par t  111: Prince Will iam Sound Copper River and Bering River, 
Will is  H. ?ich and Edward ? 4 .  Ball,  1332, !J. S.  Department of Comnerce, 
Bureau of Commercial Fisher ies ,  Bullet in 110. 7. (The case pack i s  e s t i -  
mated on the basis  of 3.5 kings per 48 one ~ound  cans Der case ) .  

2/ Data from 1923 to  1950 i s  from "Alaska Fisherv and Fur-Seal Industr ies",  - 
U .  S. 3epartment of Commerce, Bureau of Cormercial Fisher ies .  (Data from 
1923 t o  1350 a1 so includes catches from 9esurrection Bav). 

3/ 3ata from 1951 t o  1959 i s  from U. S. Fish anc! Wildlife Service, Bureau of - 
Ccmnercial Fisheries Annual Management Reports (unpubl i shed) .  

41 Data from 1960 on is from Alaska De~artment of Fish and Same S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
Leaf1 e t s  and Annual Management Reports. 

5/ Estimated on the basis  of 3.5 kings per 48 one pound cans per case.  - 
* Cases based on 48 one pound cans per case. Includes Berina River and Co~pe r  

River d i s t r i c t s  . 
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F I G U R E  20. Annual case pack o f  k i n g  salmon from P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound Area f r om 
i n c e p t i o n  o f  t he  f i s h e r y .  



TABLE 37. Pr ince  W i l l i a m  Sound sockeye salmon case pack, 1889 t o  1973. * 

Year 

1889 1/ - 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1834 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
191 6 
1917 

Sockeye 

20,233 
34,266 
59,228 
66,058 
59,167 
42,303 
59,550 
30,957 
34,764 
43,927 
62,359 
65,120 
66,670 
67,862 

9,100 
8,333 
5,048 
1,474 
9,752 

12,534 
5,677 
1,928 
3,962 
6,284 
6.029 

Year - Sockeye Year Sockeye 

1946 10,432 
1947 16,374 
1948 19,115 
1 949 8,423 
1950 7,179 
1951 31 19,996 
1952 - 6,997 
1953 4,929 
1954 654 
1955 1 ,346 
1956 15,442 
1957 6,322 
1958 1,117 
1960 - 41 2,701 
1961 6,589 
1962 5,454 
1963 5,835 
1964 2,773 
1965 9,880 
1966 10,599 
1967 1 ,908 
1968 11,522 
1969 29,343 
1970 5/ 9,308 
1971 51 7,897 
1972 51 17,652 
1973 51 - 11,153 

1/  Data f rom 1889 t o  1922 i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  Alaska Salmon - 
F i s h e r i e s " ,  P a r t  111: Pr ince  W i l l i a m  Sound C o p ~ e r  R i v e r  and Be r i ng  River ,  
W i l l i s  H. R i ch  and Edward M. B a l l ,  1932, U. S. Department o f  Commerce, 
Bureau o f  Commercial F i she r i es ,  B u l l e t i n  ?4o. 7. (The case gack i s  e s t i -  
mated on t h e  bas is  o f  12 sockeye pe r  48 one pound cans p e r  case).  

2/ Data f r om 1923 t o  1950 i s  from "Alaska F i she ry  and Fur-Seal I n d u s t r i e s " ,  - 
U. S. Department o f  C o m r c e ,  Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  (Data f r om 
1923 t o  1950 a l s o  i nc ludes  catches f rom Resur rec t ion  6ay).  

3/ Data from 1951 t o  1959 i s  f rom U. S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Serv ice,  Bureau o f  - 
Commercial F i s h e r i e s  Annual Pianagement Reports, (unpub l i shed) .  

4/ Data f rom 1960 on i s  f r om Alaska gepartment o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
l e a f 1  e t s  and Annual ilanagement Reports.  

5/ Est imated on the  bas is  o f  11.1 9 sockeye ?er  48 one pound cans p e r  case. - 
* Cases based on 48 one pound cans p e r  case. Inc ludes Ber inq  R i v e r  and Comer  

R i v e r  d i s t r i c t s .  



YEAR 

FIGURE 21. Annual case pack of sockeye salmon from Prince William Sound Area from 
inception of the fishery. 



TABLE 38. P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound coho salmon case pack, 1893 t o  1973. * 

Year 

1893 - 11 
1894 
189 5 
1896 
1897 
1900 
19 10 
1911 
1912 
1913 
19 14 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
19 19 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 2/ 
1924 
1925 
1926 

Coho - 
8,000 
1,889 

15,882 
3,540 
2,845 
9,797 
1 ,601  
2 ,254 
1,729 

4 5 
1 , 4 4 5  

768 
5,305 
4 ,351 

11,133 
E ,093 
9 ,931  
1 ,035 

996 
1 ,525 

12,922 
9 ,466  

11,457 

Year - 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Coho -- 

19,108 
21,150 

7,334 
11,958 
6 ,283 

10,826 
8,317 

13,661 
3,447 
5,245 
6 ,651 
6 ,846 
3,858 

10,257 
6,430 

7,902 
4 ,941  

l t i  ,037 
7,148 
5,048 

13,016 

Year - Coho - 
1950 12,441 
1951 3/  5 ,295  - 
1952 5,508 
1953 4,085 
1954 56 
1955 6 3 
1956 3 ,313 
1957 1,892 
1958 597 
1960 4/ - - 1,267 
!?61 1 ,221  
1962 1,457 
1963 3,914 
1964 4,487 
1965 1,345 
1966 2 ,225 
196 7 1 ,598 
1968 1,318 
1969 922 
1970 51 1,416 
1971 T/ 3,767 
1972 %/ 20 1 
1973 TI - 186 

11 Data f rom 1893 t o  1922 i s  f rom " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  Alaska Salmon - 
F i s h e r i e s " ,  P a r t  111: P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound, Copper R i ve r ,  and B e r i n g  R i ve r ,  
W i l l i s  H. R ich  and Edward M. B a l l ,  1932, U. S .  Department of Commerce, Bureau 
o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7.  (The case pack i s  es t imated  on t h e  
bas i s  o f  9 cohos pe r  48 one pound cans pe r  case.) 

2/ Data f rom 1923 t o  1950 i s  f rom "Alaska F i she ry  and Fur  Seal I n d u s t r i e s , "  - 
U.  S.  Department o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  (Data f rom 
1923 t o  1950 a l s o  i nc l udes  catches f rom Resu r rec t i on  Bay. )  

3; Data f rom 1951 t o  1959 i s  f rom U. S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce ,  Bureau o f  - 
Commercial F i s h e r i e s  Annual Management Reports,  (unpub l i shed .  ) 

t /  Data f rom 1960 on i s  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
L e a f l e t s  and Annual Management Reports.  

5/ Est imated on t h e  bas i s  o f  8.11 coho pe r  48 one-pound cans p e r  case. - 

* Cases based on 48 one-pound cans per  case. Inc ludes  Ber ing  R i v e r  and Copper 
R i v e r  d i s t r i c t s .  
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FIGURE 22. Annual case pack of coho salmon from Prince William Sound Area from 
incept ion  of  the f i s h e r y .  



TABLE 39. P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound p i n k  salmon case pack, 1896 t o  1973. * 

Year - 
1896 - 1/ 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1907 
1908 
1910 
191 1 
1912 
1913 
1914 
131 5 
1916 
1917 
1318 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1322 
1923 - 2/ 

Ptnk - 
15,409 
15,115 
18,762 
10,645 

2,528 
15,690 
18,770 
19,946 
28,698 
12,619 

90 1 
9,844 
7,817 

20,095 
21,279 
11,245 
22,459 

163,514 
129,528 
215,132 

50,416 
265,737 

6 32 
121,064 
134,876 

Year - 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1328 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1345 
1946 
1947 
1948 

P ink  - Year - Pink 

I/ aata  f r om 1896 t o  1922 i s  f r om " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review o f  t h e  Alaska Salmon - 
F ishe r i es " ,  P a r t  111: P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound Copper X i v e r  and Be r i ng  R iver ,  
W i l l i s  H. R ich  and Edward M. B a l l ,  1932, U. S. Department o f  Commerce, 
Bureau o f  C o m e r c i a l  F i she r i es ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 7. (The case pack i s  e s t i -  
mated on t he  bas i s  o f  20 p inks  p e r  48 one pound cans p e r  case) .  

2/ aa ta  f r om 1323 t o  1950 i s  f r om "Alaska F i she ry  and Fur-Seal I n d u s t r i e s " .  - 
U. S. Department o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  (Data f rom 
1923 t o  1950 a l s o  i nc l udes  catches f r om Resur rec t ion  Bay).  

31 Data f r om 1951 t o  1959 i s  f rom U. S. F i s h  and Wild1 i f e  Serv ice,  Bureau o f  - 
Comnercial F i s h e r i e s  Annual Ylanagement Reports, (unpubl i s  hed) . 

4/ Data from 1960 on i s  from Alaska D e ~ a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
Leaf1 e t s  and Annual Yanagement Aeports . 

* Cases based on 48 one pound cans pe r  case. 



YEAR 

FIGURE 23. Annual case pack o f  p i n k  salmon f rom P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound Area f rom 
i n c e ~ t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y .  



TABLE 40. Prince Will iam Sound chum salmon case  pack, 1912 t o  1973. * 

Year Year Chum - Year - 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1960 - 41 
1961 
1962 
1363 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 

C h u m  

34,552 
695 
550 

48,772 
74,716 
77,922 
39,711 
24,129 
77,993 

100,871 
24,442 
19,696 
50,872 
26,487 
32,897 
34,339 
19,008 
39,413 

5,685 
59,284 

1/  Data from 191 2 t o  1922 i s  from " S t a t i s t i c a l  Review of t h e  Alaska Salmon - 
F i s h e r i e s " ,  P a r t  111: Prince William Sound Copper Ziver and Bering Ziver ,  
Will i s  H. Rich and Edward A .  Bal l ,  1332, U. S. Deoartment of  Comnerce, 
Bureau of Comnercial F i s h e r i e s ,  Bu l l e t in  No. 7.  (The case  pack i s  e s t i -  
mated on the bas i s  of 10 chums per  48 one pound cans per  c a s e ) .  

2/ Data from 1923 t o  1950 i s  from "Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Indus t r i e s " ,  - 
U. S. Department of Comnerce, Bureau of  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  (Data from 
1323 t o  1950 a l s o  includes catches from gesurrec t ion  Bay). 

3/ Data from 1351 t o  1953 i s  from U. S. Fish and Wild l i fe  Serv ice ,  Bureau of  - 
Comerci  a1 F i she r i e s  Annual :lanagement Xeports, (unnubl i s  hed) .  

41  Data from 1960 on i s  from Alaska gepartment of  Fish and 2ame S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
Leaf 1 e t s  and Annual blanagement Xeports . 

51 From weekly pack r e p o r t s  of processors .  - 

* Cases based on 48 one pound cans per case. 
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F I G U R E  24.  Annual case pack o f  chum salmon from Pr ince  W i  11 iam Sound Area from 
i n c e p t i o n  o f  the  f i s h e r y .  



TABLE 41. P r i n c e  W i  1 l i  am Sound Area t r o l l  salmon c a t c h  by s t a t  area,  1963-1973. - 1/  

Year - 
1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1372 

1973 

Nuher 
Boa ts  S t a t  Area 

NO RECORD 

Sockeye Coho P i n k  - 

341 
49 4 

34 7 

6 
1 88 

1 ,404  

396 

8 
787 

8 4 

252 
15 

2 

Chum - 

4 8 
10 

7 

367 
5 

7 1 

2 

6 

2 

Tota l  

30 
5 43 

15,504 
3,706 

6,599 

734 
3,209 

5 3 
106 

26,735 
4 

732 
5,379 

53 
4,751 

26 
2,072 

39 2 
2,754 

2 89 
2 !I 

9 
561 

109 
19 
4 6 

2,049 

I /  J a t a  f r o m  Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game c a t c h  s t a t i s t i c s .  - 



TABLE 42. P r i n c e  W i  11 iam Sound sockeye salmon h i s t o r i c a l  ca t ch  s t a t i s t i c s  
f rom s e l e c t e d  sockeye systems of P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound. - 1/ 

Year B i l l y ' s  Hole 

1904 3,000 
1905 
1906 862 
1907 
1908 
1909 519 
1910 1,262 
1911 5,362 
19 12 7,470 
1913 3,249 
1914 9,350 
1915 15,775 
1916 10,908 
1917 5,187 
1918 4,196 
1913 2,964 
1920 2,244 
1921 3,234 
1922 1,964 
1923 3,210 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 109 

Jackpot  Coghi - 11 Miners  

4,000 

1/ Data f rom U. 8 .  Department u f  Commerce Bureau o f  F i s h e r i e s ,  " S t a t i s t i c a l  -- 
l ieview o f  t he  Alaska Sdlmon F i s h e r i e s ;  P a r t  111: P r i n c e  X i 1 1 i a c  Sound, 
C ~ a p e r  R i v e r ,  and Be r i ng  R i v e r  ," by W i  1  l i s  H .  R ich  and Edward I*!. B a l l .  
B u l l e t i n  No. 7 ,  1932. 



TABLE 33 .  Eshamy d i s t r i c t  commercial salmon c a t c h  by s p e c i e s  from i n c e p t i o n  
of  t h e  f i s h e r y ,  1904 - 1973. 

Year Ki n q  Sockeye 

1925 5,300 
1926 13,500 
1927 15,500 
1931 - 21 1 4  21,021 
1932 27,727 
1933 6,625 
1934 7,394 
1935 45,474 
1936 29,829 
1.337 1 23,582 
19 38 42,476 
19 39 16,772 
1343 13,311 
1941 18,673 
1342 51,390 41 
1343 Catch n o t  separaTed 
1944 32,719 
1945 19,743 
1946 31,739 

Coho 
Units of 

Pink - Chum - G i  l l n e t  Gear 



TABLE 43 cont inued.  

Year King - 

Eshamy d i s t r i c t  commercial salmon ca tch  by species from 
i n c e p t i o n  o f  the  f i she ry ,  1904 - 1973. 

Sockeye 

33,665 
Closed 
Closed 
C l  osed 
55,133 
23,857 
Closed 
Closed 
15,456 
20,826 
Closed 
C 1 osed 
61,768 
17,292 
Closed 
52,888 
16,439 

U n i t s  o f  
Coho - Pink - Chum - G i l l n e t  Gear 

11 From 1304 - 1927, i n t e r p r e t i v e  da ta  f rom graph: Rich and B a l l ,  1932, paae - 
207. Eshamy d i s t r i c t  Gumboot Creek t o  P o i n t  Nowel l .  

21 From 1931 - 1951, U.  S. Bureau o f  F i s h e r i e s  Annual Repor ts .  Number o f  salmon - 
c a l c u l a t e d  f rom case pack on bas is  o f  12 sockeye, 10 coho, 21 p i nks  and 8 
chums p e r  case. Eshamy d i s t r i c t  P o r t  N e l l i e  Juan L i g h t  - Gran i t e  Bay P o i n t .  

31 From 1960 - 1973, Alaska Department o f  F i s h  andQme Annual $lanagement Reports.  - 

41 Probably n o t  a1 1 f rom Eshamy d i s t r i c t .  - 

51 Catch f rom 1965 on represents  bo th  s e t  and d r i f t  s i l l  n e t .  - 



TABLE 44. Eshamy River ,  P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound, w e i r  count  f rom 1931 t o  1973. 1/ - 

Year - King 

1931 2/ 16 
1932 - 4 1 
1950 3/ 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 2 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
196 1 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 1 
1969 
1970 

Sockeye Coho 

4,741 
6,372 

971 
1,518 

5 1 
1 85 

15 
1,505 

11 7 
40 0 

2 7 
256 
132 
436 

1,677 
232 

1,565 
532 
194 
192 
450 

96 
2 5 
9 7 

Pink - 
6,157 
3,773 

421 
5,515 

119 
71 8 
41 8 

6,611 
1,166 
4,031 

273 
6 74 
250 

2,963 
735 

2,459 
522 

5,441 
331 

10,433 
919 

3,095 
38 7 

3,179 
781 

1,698 

Count 
s t a r t E n d  - - 

I/ 1931 and 1932, data f rom Alaska F i she ry  and Fur  Seal I n d u s t r i e s ,  B.C.F. - 
1950 - 1959, data f rom B.C.F. Annual Nanagement Reports.  1360 t o  present ,  
da ta  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Qrrte Annual Management Reports.  

2/ 1931 b!as the  f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t  Eshamy R i v e r  w e i r  was operated.  - 

3/ From 1933 - 1349 no counts made due t o  l a c k  o f  funds. - 

4/ Count n o t  accura te  as w e i r  was n o t  f i s h  t i g h t  a t  a l l  t imes.  - 



TABLE 45. Comparati ve Coghi 11 R ive r  spawning escapement est imates, 1960-1973. 

WEIR - TOWER ESTIMATES AERIAL - GROUND SURVEY ESTIMATES / 
Year - Sockeye Chums Pinks Coho Sockeye Chums Pinks Coho - - 
1960 

1961 54,792 1,160 

1962 26,866 

1963 63,984 

1964 

1965 40,000 

1366 80,000 

1967 11,800* 7,960 

1968 4/ 

1969 51 10,142* 

1970 51 9,659* 

1971 no w e i r  count 

1972 16,392 

1973 13,281 

1 / Above wei r. - 
2/ E n t i  r e  system. - 

31 Est imated from stream counts. A e r i a l  est imates o f  schooled p i n k  salmon i n  - 
Coghi 11 Lake i n d i c a t e d  an escapement i n  excess o f  500,000. 

4/ A e r i a l  es t imate  o f  r e d  salmon escapement on ly  as r e d  m i g r a t i o n  preceeded - 
w e i r  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  

51 The w e i r  was removed p r i o r  t o  the  upstream m ig ra t i on  o f  p i nks  and chums. - 
* Unexpanded counts . 



TABLE 46. A e r i a l  and ground est imates and w e i r  counts o f  spawning escapement 
i n  Shrode Creek, 1924 - 1972. 1/  - 

Year - 
1924 2/ 
1925 - 
1326 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1 948 
1949 
1950 

Pink - 
F EM 

25,000 
35,000 
40,000 
25,000 
48,000 
16,000 
9,000 

50,000 
75,000 
80,000 

6,000 
9,000 

700 
14,000 
6,000 

12,000 
55,000 

1,400 
7,000 

20,000 
18,000 
6,000 

Year - 
1951 
1952 3/ 
1953 - 
1954 
1955 
1356 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 4/ 
1969 - 
1970 
1971 
1972 

Sockeye - Pink 

15,000 
1 ,700 

19,000 
7,100 
4,100 
3,000 

40 
300 

1,100 
1,090 

19,000 
15,000 

1 25,000 
7,000 

89,000 
160 

241 ,750 
7,315 1,270 
1,516 82,305 

500 31 9 
300 12,616 

4,355 205 

1/ Data f rom 1924 t o  1959 from, "Eva lua t ion  o f  Shrode Creek Fishways", U. S. - 
Fores t  Service, R-10, Juneau, Alaska, 1967. 

2/ From 1924 t o  1951 est imates f o r  t o t a l  stream esca~ement.  - 

3/ From 1952 t o  1967 est imates o f  escapement above t h e  fa1  1s. - 

4/ From 1968 - 1370 above f a l l s  count a t  we i r .  - 



TABLE 47. Olsen Creek,  P r i n c e  William Sound,weir  coun t .  - 1/  

Year Coho - P i n k  - 
1931 11 27,506 

1932" 3 3 1 

1353 1,375 

1954 26,191 

1355 6 ,905 

1956 50,373 

Count 
C h u m  - S t a r t  - End 

I /  1931 - 1932, d a t a  from Alaska F i s h e r y  and Fur  Seal  I n d u s t r i e s ,  8. C .  F .  - 
1353 - 1356, d a t a  from 3. C .  F .  Annual Vanaqernent Repor t s .  

* Rain and high w a t e r  i n t e r f e r r e d  w i t h  coun t .  No counts  were made a f t e r  1932 
due t o  1 ack o f  fund ing .  

TABLE 48. J a c k p o t  Creek ,  P r i n c e  Will iam Sound, we i r  count .  - 11 

Count 
Year - Soc keve K i  nq Pink * C h u m  S t a r t  - Coho - - End 

* Count on ly  made the one y e a r  due t o  l a c k  o f  f u n d i n a .  

** Est imated 30,000 p i n k  salmon i n  J a c k p o t  Creek on Seotember 4. 

I /  Data from Alaska F i s h e r y  and Fur Seal  I n d u s t r i e s ,  Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s .  - 



TABLE 49. Dungeness crab ca t ch  1 anded i n  t h e  P r i nce  W i  11 iam Sound Area, 
f rom i n c e p t i o n  of the  f i s h e r y ,  1928 t o  1973. - I /  

Canned 
Year - 148-1/2$ Cs.) Number Crabs 

1928 1/ 
1931 
1934 15,527 
1935 2,627 
1936 - 31 508,799 I/ 
1937 20,957 1,184,413 
1938 665,720 
1939 585,804 
1940 5,222 540,757 
1941 7,753 (approx. ) 1,057,701 
1942 7,056 (approx. ) 305,952 
1943 7,418 (approx. ) 291,211 
1944 13,857 (approx. ) 491,485 
1945 15,842 (approx. )  6/ 813,617 
1946 12,473 (approx. ) 1,110,314 
1947 8,102 832,451 
1948 4,738 743,435 
1949 8 ,9  32 803,302 
1950 10,606 1,438,510 
1951 9,277 1,338,569 8/ 
1352 1,524 509,288 
1953 550 627,942 
1954 51 3 752,855 
1955 115 982,414 
1356 452 406,422 
1957 210 108,562 
1358 596,459 
1959 5,906 1,247,143 
1960 i/ 2,100 1,361,235 
1361 15,323 1,378,097 
1962 1 4,759 1,321,887 
1963 3/ 11,587 1,456,297 
1364 7b/ 1,516,978 
1965 m/ - 1,021,072 
1966 499,671 

Number Pounds 

I /  Some f i s h i n g  and p rocess ing  occur red  e a r l i e r  than 1928 b u t  r e p o r t s  o f  - 
catches n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  See P a c i f i c  Fisherman Yearbook p r i o r  t o  1928. 

21 Ja ta  f rom 1928 t o  1963 f o r  pounds o f  p i c k e d  meat and canned crab f rom - 
P a c i f i  c Fishermen Yearbooks. 



TABLE 49 cont inued. Dungeness crab catch landed i n  the Pr ince  I J i l l i a m  Sound 
Area, from i n c e p t i o n  of the f i s h e r y ,  1328 - 1973. - 1/  

31 Data f rom 1936 t o  1959 f o r  number of crab and pounds from U. S. Bureau o f  - 
Comnerci a-l F i she r ies  Annual Iqanagement Reports. 

4/ Data from 1960 t o  1973 from Alaska Department o f  F i sh  and Game Commercial - 
F i  sher ies Annual Flanaqement Reports. 

5/ Pounds o f  p icked meat. - 
61 Some o f  t h i s  pack was from Hoonah. - 
71 A two pound average was used t o  conver t  crabs t o  pounds f o r  the years - 

1936 t o  1950. 

8/ A two pound average was used t o  conver t  pounds t o  crab f o r .  the years 1951 - 
t o  1973 except as otherwise noted. 

31  Pounds converted t o  crab on the bas is  o f  2.25 pounds per  crab. - 

101 Pounds converted t o  crab on the h s i s  o f  2.33 pounds pe r  crab. - 
* Includes some crab taken from the I c y  Bay area. Data from 1946 t o  1955 

may a l s o  i nc lude  some crab from I c y  Bay area. 



FIGURE 25. Commercial ca t ch  o f  Dungeness c rab  landed i n  t h e  P r i nce  W i l l i a m  
Sound Area f rom the  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y .  



TABLE 50. Dungeness c rab  ca tch  landed i n  t he  P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound Area by 
l o c a t i o n ,  1336 - 1973 .  * - 1 1  

OUTSIDE 2/ INSIDE -- 31 TOTAL 
Year - Crab - pounds Crab - Pounds Crab - Pounds 

1 1  Data sources same as TABLE 49. 

21 G u l f  o f  Alaska. Catch inc ludes  c r3b  t ~ k e n  i n  the I c y  3ay Area. - 

31 P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound. P r i m a r i l y  f rom Orca Bay and Orca I n l e t .  - 

* See TABLE 49 f o r  convers ion  o f  pounds t o  crab.  



YEAR 

FIGbRE 2 5 .  A n n u a l  Dungeness crab catch from Prince IJilliam Sound "Inside" area, 
1936 - 1973. 



TABLE 51. Dungeness c rab  ca t ch  i n  pounds, l i v e  we igh t ,  from t h e  P r i nce  W i l l i a m  
Sound Area, 1966 t o  1973. - 11' 

Year - Pounds o f  Crab 

1966 986,949 

1/ Data f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game, S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  Note - 
t h a t  da ta  f rom S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s  does n o t  conform f rom yea r  t o  yea r .  
Data presented here  i s  f rom t h e  most r ecen t  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

21 Probably  i nc l udes  c rab  f rom I c y  Bay? The IBM s t a t i s t i c a l  r u n  i n d i c a t e s  a  
ca t ch  o f  878,696 pounds from t h e  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound Area. 



TABLE 52. King c rab  ca tch  i n  pounds, l i v e  weight ,  and cases from i n c e p t i o n  
of  t h e  f i s h e r y ,  1959 t o  1973. - 11 

Year - 
I959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1366 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

Pounds Cases (48-1/2#)  2/ 

30,929 
246,965 
236,081 2,863 

31,478 431 
43,569 152 
14,028 
5,500 

11,000 
41,800 

200,000 
48,100 
94,300 

144,200 
296,100 
207,900 

11 Data f o r  1959 i s  f rom Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s  Annual Management Report .  - 
P r i o r  t o  1959 k i n g  c rab  f i s h i n g  amounted t o  an occas ional  exper imenta l  pack 
on one o r  two cases. No r e p o r t s  o f  catches a r e  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  1959. Data 
f rom 1960 - 1964 i s  f rom Alaska Department o f  F i s h  and Game Annual Management 
Reports.  Data f rom 1965 - 1973 i s  from Alaska Department of  F i s h  and Game 
Commercial F i s h e r i e s  S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  Note t h a t  da ta  f rom S t a t i s t i c a l  
L e a f l e t s  does n o t  conform f rom y e a r  t o  yea r .  Data presented he re  i s  from t h e  
most r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

21 Data f rom P a c i f i c  Fisherman Yearbooks. - 

TABLE 53. Tanner c rab  ca tch  i n  pounds, l i v e  weight ,  f rom i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
f i s h e r y ,  1968 t o  1973. 

Year Pounds 21  - 

I /  This  i s  t he  f i r s t  year o f  catches on reco rd  from P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound. 
A 

/ Data from Alaska Department of  F i s h  and Game Commercial F i s h e r i e s  S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
L e a f l e t s .  



TABLE 54. Razor c lam case pack and d i g  i n  pounds from t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
f i s h e r y ,  1916 - 1973. 

Cases lJ 1/ Dig  31 41 Cases 11 21 Dig  31 4/ 
Year - 48-1/2 l b s .  L i v e  Ve iTh t  Year 48-1/27 by. L i v e  Ue iTh t  

11 Case pack da ta  f rom 1916 - 1934, "Cond i t i on  o f  t h e  r a z o r  c lam f i s h e r y  i n  - 
v i c i n i t y  o f  Cordova, Alaska, Seton H. Thompson and F. W.  Weymouth, 1935, 
U. S.  Department o f  Comnerce, Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  I n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n  Repor t  No. 29. Cases conver ted  t o  bas i s  o f  48 1/2 pound cases on 
t h e  b a s i s  o f  1.25 - 48 - 1/2 pound cases t o  1.0  - 48 - 10 ounce cases. 

2 /  Case pack da ta  f rom 1935 t o  1957 f rom P a c i f i c  Fisherman Yearbooks. - 

31 Data f o r  pounds dug f rom 1931 t o  1959 f rom U. S. Bureau o f  Commercial - 
F i s h e r i e s  Annual Management Repor ts ;  1960 - 1964 f rom Alaska Department 
o f  F i s h  and Game Annual Management Reports;  1965 - 1973 f r om  Alaska Depar t -  
ment o f  F i s h  and Game S t a t i s t i c a l  L e a f l e t s .  

4/ I nc l udes  b a i t  d i g .  - 

5/ Fishermen s t r i k e  t h i s  y e a r .  - 

6/ Alaska Packers Assoc ia t i on  q u i t  canning r a z o r  clams i n  1962. Razor c lam - 
d i g s  i n  subsequent years  used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  c rab  b a i t .  

* The r a z o r  c lam pack repo r t ed  by Thompson and Weyrnouth f o r  1934 appa ren t l y  
d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  f a l l  d i g .  

8 1 



TABLE 55. Cockle clam case pack and ca tch  i n  pounds, 1943 t o  1956. 1 / 51 - 

Year 
Cases 

1/2 1 b. cans - 31 241f 2 45/1/2 l b .  
T o t a l  
Pounds 

1948 NO RECORD 

NO RECORD 

NO RECORD 

11 Data f rom U. S .  Department o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s  - 
Annual Management Reports.  

2/ Data f o r  pounds f r om "Alaska F i she ry  and Fur-Seal I n d u s t r i e s " .  U. S.  Depart-  - 
merit o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  Commercial F i she r i es .  

31  Number o f  cans pe r  case n o t  i d e n t i f i e d .  - 

41 Fa1 1 pack n o t  i nc l uded  i n  t o t a l  pounds. - 

5/  Data does n o t  i n c l u d e  a b a i t  d i g  which was n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  be r e ~ o r t e d .  - 
S a i t  d i g  was b e l i e v e d  t o  be much l a r g e r  than r e p o r t e d  d i g .  
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TABLE 57. H e r r i n q  c a t c h  and p r o d u c t i o n  from P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound f rom t h e  
i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y  t o  1973. 21 3/ 4/ 5/ 6/ 

Pounds 
of 

Barrels Gallons Tons H e r r i  nq 
Year Cured O i  1 Meal For  Roe 

1914 1/  21 4 
1917 - 
1918 22,263 
1919 18,975 
1920 15,275 
1321 37,353 
1922 72,603 
1923 37,996 
1924 18,989 
1925 9,689 
1926 4,643 
1927 12,707 
1928 8,513 
1929 477 
1930 4,006 
1931 - 3/7/  - 6,493 226,153 733 
1932 6,753 363,058 1,256 
1933 9,973 598,568 1,720 
1934 8,073 81 1,933 2,564 
1935 20,382 1,283,225 5,057 
1336 1,426,323 5,546 
1937 -- 41  2,366 2,164,207 6,998 
1938 2,415 2,385,322 5,360 
1939 4,205 2,227,343 7,864 
1940 3,323 1,262,207 432 
1941 1,062 1,166,459 503 
1942 60,000 2 6 
1943 REPORTS NOT COMPLETE 
1944 
1945 697 395,015 1,437 
1946 203 453,700 2,100 
1947 
19413 907,166 2,862 
1949 NO PRICE SETTLEMENT 
1950 **847,950 3,305** 
1351 **797,143 3,283** 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 **493,435 2,208** 
1957 - 5/ **378,620 1,325** 
1958 
1959 

Pounds 
Pounds Spawn 

K i  pnered Pounds on T o t a l  Catch 4/ - 
e t c .  B a i t  Ke lp  i n  Pounds - 



TABLE 57, con t inued .  H e r r i n g  ca tch  and p roduc t i on  from P r i nce  W i l l i a m  Sound f rom 
t h e  i n c e p t i o n  of t h e  f i s h e r y  t o  1973. - 21 3J $/ ?/ g/ 

Pounds Pounds 
of  Pounds Spawn 

B a r r e l s  Gal l o n s  Tons H e r r i n g  Kippered Pounds on To ta l  Catch 
Year Cured O i  1 Weal For Roe e t c .  B a i t  Kelp i n  Pounds 

1960 - 6/ 
1961 
1362 
1963 NO FISHERY REPORTED 
1964 NO FISHERY REPORTED 
1965 NO FISHERY REPORTED 
1966 
1967 NO FISHERY REPORTED 
1968 NO FISHERY REPORTED 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

1/  Data f o r  b a r r e l s  of cured h e r r i n g  f rom 1914 - 1930 f rom P a c i f i c  Fisherman Yearbook. - 

2/ T o t a l  ca t ch  and pounds o f  b a i t  da ta  f rom 1917 - 1930 f rom " F l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  - 
Supply o f  Her r ing ,  Clupea P a l l a s i i  i n  P r i nce  k / i l l i a m  Sound, Alaska",  George A.  
Rounsefe l l  and Edwin H. Dahlgren, U. S. Department o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  Com- 
merc ia l  F i s h e r i e s ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 9. 1932. 

3/ Data o t h e r  than  t o t a l  ca t ch  f rom 1931 - 1949, and t o t a l  ca t ch  from 1931 - 1936 - 
f rom U. S.  Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s  Annual Management Repor ts .  Refer  t o  
"Annual Repor t  o f  1952", Alaska Department o f  F i she r i es ,  Juneau, A1 aska, f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  data.  

4/ T o t a l  ca t ch  f r om 1937 t o  1956 f rom " S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  Alaska H e r r i n g  F i she ry ,  - 
1878 - 1956", Bernard E. Skud, Henry M. Sakuda and Gera ld  M. Reid, U. S. Bureau 
of Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  F i s h  and Wild1 i f e  Serv ice  S t a t i s t i c a l  D iqes t  48, 1960. 
Other  da ta  f o r  these years  f rom U. S. Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s  Annual 
Management Reports.  

5/  Data f o r  1957 - 1959 f rom Reid, Gera ld  M. 1971. Age Composit ion, Weight, - 
Length, and Sex o f  He r r i ng ,  Clupea P a l l a s i i ,  Used f o r  Reduct ion i n  Alaska, 
1929 - 1956. pp. 25.  NOAA Technica l  Report  NMFS SSRF 634. S e a t t l e ,  Wash., 
J u l y  1971. 

6 /  Data f rom 1960 t o  1973 f rom Alaska Department o f  F i sh  and Game Annual Management - 
Repor ts .  

7 /  I n  c o n v e r t i n g  da ta  f rom 1931 - 1936 t o  pounds, t he  fo rmu la  used was taken  f rom - 
George A.  Rounse fe l l  as descr ibed  on page 303 - 305. " C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
B io l ogy  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  He r r i ng ,  Clupea P a l l a s i i  , and t he  Cond i t i on  o f  t h e  F ish-  
e r y  i n  A laska" ,  U. S. Department of  Commerce, Bureau of Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  
F i s h e r i e s  Document No. 1080, 1929. 

** P a c i f i c  Fisherman Yearbook data.  *** Est imated. 



TABLE 58. H e r r i n g  ca t ch  i n  tons  and m i l  1 i ons  of pounds f rom Pr ince  W i l l  iam Sound 
management area f rom 1914 t o  1973. 

T o t a l  Pounds T o t a l  Pounds 
Year - Tons - ( m i l l i o n s )  Year Tons ( m i l l i o n s )  

17,752 
20,355 

2,231 
20,263 

252 
24,193 
22,282 

3,290 
534 

3,419 
17,571 

7,292 
10,331 

3,892 
3 8 

NONE 
13.8 
62.0 

NONE 
NOYE 
NONE 
NONE 

30.0 
[JON E 

355.7 
10.0 

950.0 
1,777.2 
5,991.8 

35.5 
40.7 

4.5 
40.5 

.5 
48.4 
44.6 

6.6 
1.1 

18.8 
35.1 
13.6 
20.7 

7.8 
. C)3 

NONE 
.03 
.12 

NONE 
NONE 
NONE 
NONE 

.06 
NONE 

.71 

.02 
1.9 
3.6 

13.98 

1 Data f rom P a c i f i c  Fisherman Yearbook. - 

21 Data f o r  1917 - 1330 f rom !?ounsefel l ,  George A. and Edwin H. Dahlgren. 1932. - 
F l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Supply o f  He r r i ng ,  Clupea P a l l a s i i ,  i n  Pr ince  W i l l i a m  
Sound, Alaska. U. S. D e p a r t m n t  o f  Commerce, Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  
B u l l e t i n  No. 9, pp. 263 - 291. Washington. 

3/ Data f o r  1931 - 1936 f rom U. S. Bureau o f  Commercial F i s h e r i e s ,  Annual - 
Management Reports. Unpublished. 

41 Data f o r  1937 - 1955 f rom Skud, aernard E . ,  Henry ?I.  Sakuda and Gera ld  M. Reid. - 
1960. S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  Alaska H e r r i n g  F ishery ,  1878 - 1956. U.  S.  F i s h  and 
!Ili I d 1  i f e  Serv ice,  Bureau o f  Commercial F i she r i es ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  D iges t  48. Wash- 
i ngton. 



TABLE 58, cont inued. He r r i ng  ca tch  i n  tons  and m i  11 ions  o f  pounds f rom Pr ince 
W i l l i a m  Sound management area from 1914 t o  1973. 

5 /  Data f o r  1957 - 1959 f rom Reid, Gerald !4. 1971. Age composit ion, Weight, - 
Length, and Sex of Her r ing ,  Clupea P a l l a s i i ,  Used f o r  Reduction i n  Alaska, 
1929 - 1966, pp. 25. NOAA Technical  Report NMFS SSRF 634. Sea t t l e ,  Wash- 
ing ton .  J u l y  1971. 

6 /  Data f o r  1960 - 1973 from Alaska Department o f  F i sh  and Game, Annual Yanage- 
merit Reports. Unpubl i shed. 
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